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FADE IN

INT. WEST PIPE STADIUM DOME - WEST PIPE, VA - TWILIGHT

SUPER: "YEAR 2067, WEST PIPE GRADUATION DAY"

LORABELLA KURV WILES (20s), beautiful, a golden Aphrodite, 
statuesque but curvy.  She stands on center stage inside an 
enclosed secured dome.  She is flanked from behind by WEST 
PIPE ACADEMY INSTRUCTORS and GENERAL RICK WILES (50s), an 
African-American commander with medals shining.  ON STAGE is 
a large VIEWSCREEN.  CADETS (20s) form a military line around 
the inside of the dome.

LORABELLA
Hello, Blue Ridge.  I'm Lorabella 
Kurv Wiles, Valedictorian of West 
Pipe Academy.  Elected to be 
"Microphone Jockey" for our 
graduation day.

Seated inside the dome are PARENTS, FRIENDS, and FAMILIES.

LORABELLA
I bring your attention to the 
historic lunar landing of 1969.  
That memory of Neil Armstrong 
walking on the moon lives on.

VIEWSCREEN CENTER STAGE OF WESTPIPE STADIUM DOME - CONTINUOUS

The crowd watches as images from 1969 play ON SCREEN.  The 
only sound that can be heard is that which is coming from the 
screen.

Apollo 11 footage of Astronaut NEIL ARMSTRONG'S landing on 
the moon on July 20th 1969.  WALTER CRONKITE, anchorman, 
narrates the historical news report.

WALTER CRONKITE
Armstrong is on the Moon.  Neil 
Armstrong...

NEIL ARMSTRONG
I'm gonna step off the lunar module 
now...

WALTER CRONKITE
38-year-old American, standing on 
the surface of the Moon, on this 
July 20th, nineteen-hundred and 
sixty-nine.

NEIL ARMSTRONG
That's one small step for man, one 
giant leap for mankind.

The VIEWSCREEN freezes on Neil Armstrong walking on the moon.

AN ORBITING SATELLITE - DEEP SPACE

SUPER: "MOON ORBIT PRESENT DAY"

Drifting away is a deep space satellite that becomes smaller 
and smaller.  It moves across space on a collision course 
with something huge. 



Suddenly the satellite EXPLODES on IMPACT with the much 
larger object that dwarfs the puny piece of hardware.  As 
huge as it is, we get the feeling we've only seen a portion 
of the total.

WEST PIPE DOME - GRADUATION DAY

Lorabella stands--

CENTER STAGE

ON THE FACE OF SHELL WILES SMILING, SEATED NEXT TO ERIC WILES 
IN TOP RECRUIT UNIFORM.  Shell is 40s, blonde, attractive, a 
statuesque officer dressed in blues; Eric (late teens) is a 
caramel-colored young soldier walking in his father's 
footsteps.  Their attention focused ON LORABELLA--

LORABELLA
Remember there's strength in all of 
us who stand and take the West Pipe 
Oath.  So with united courage we 
embrace our fears, yet answer our 
call to serve.

The crowd STANDS, CLAPS, and DISPERSES as graduation ends.

Lorabella is embraced by Shell and Eric.

THE SKIES - THE PHENOMENON

Creeping from across the horizon above the Blue Ridge 
mountain terrain, a wide FIREBALL of GREEN high in the sky, 
flaring and exploding.  A terrifying sight.

EXT. VIRGINIA BLUE RIDGE MOUNTAINS - RADIO TELESCOPE 
OBSERVATORY - TWILIGHT

A field of communication satellite dishes scan the skies.

SUPER UP: "S.E.T.I. INSTITUTE AND MILITARY BUNKER, 2067, BLUE 
RIDGE MOUNTAINS, VIRGINIA"

INT. INSTITUTE - MONITORING CONTROL CENTER - SAME

A lone technician, RILEY, a 30s geek, is playing the GRAND 
THEFT AUTO gangster killer computer game.  Behind him, wall 
to wall technical equipment quietly sifts through data.  A 
RED LIGHT begins to flash. Riley turns and slowly walks 
towards the source.  One by one a series of LIGHTS turn on.  
Riley grabs a pair of headphones.  His eyes widen.

INT. SLEEPING QUARTERS - MILITARY BUNKER

Sleepily, DAN GIBSON VAL DEMURE M.D., (20s), a savant and 
medical research physician, picks up the phone.

DAN
If this isn't my dream woman, 
Uhura, I'm hanging up.

On his nightstand is a picture of Lorabella and Dan with 
skis, poles, and medals around their necks.  Both are 
laughing and holding up a sign that reads, "BEST FRIENDS DO 
IT BETTER."

2.



INT. CONTROL CENTER - INSTITUTE

RILEY
Hey, Dr. Dan, shut up and listen.

He holds the phone up to a speaker, increases the volume.  A 
strange SOLID NOISE plays out like a Middle C bell tone.

INT. SLEEPING QUARTERS - SAME

HEARING it, Dan BOLTS UP, knocks his noggin on the bunk above 
him.

INT. CONTROL CENTER - MOMENTS LATER

An alcoholic pajama party.  FIVE OTHER TECHNICIANS, in 
various states of undress, hover anxiously around the main 
console. Dan enters, tying his robe.

DAN
Is this for real, not some duped 
hacker escapade?

TECH THREE
(overlapping)

Totally real, man.  The computer 
affirms the signal is unidentified.

TECH TWO
(hanging up the phone)

The girl at Air Res Traffic says 
the skies are clear.  No scheduled 
military launches.

RILEY
It's the real thing.  A direct 
signal from another world.

The room becomes quiet.  They realize they've actually found 
something.

DAN
Let's not jump the gun.  The 
military will be up our butt hole 
for definitive answers. Run a 
trajectory source computation.

Riley slides over to another computer.

DAN
I want to know exactly where it's 
coming from.

RILEY
This can't be right.

Riley just stares at his screen in disbelief.

DAN
What's wrong?

RILEY
Calculated distance from source is 
at three hundred and eighty four 
thousand, four hundred and three 
kilometers.
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(turning to Dan)
It's coming from the moon.

Dan reaches over and turns up the volume on the speaker.  
They listen to the strange TONE.

DAN
A meteor?

RILEY
No Sir, definitely not.

DAN
How do you know?

RILEY
Well, ah... it's reducing speed.

DAN
It's doing what?

RILEY
It's... slowing down, Dan.

Dan walks over to a phone, picks it up.

DAN
We need to alert the Secretary of 
Defense.

(hesitates)
No, call Dad.

Riley pushes a work console button, activates the control 
center viewscreen.  DR. CHASE GIBSON VAL DEMURE, 50s, scowls 
and yawns through arched eyebrows and sleepy, squinted eyes.

RILEY
Dr. Chase is on screen.

INT. WEST PIPE STADIUM DOME - GRADUATION CONTINUES

Lorabella greets her SCHOOLMATES.  FIVE CADETS surround her.  
SALLY (20s) RIPS off her graduation gown.  She is wearing the 
"WEST PIPE ACADEMY" sweats underneath.

SALLY
The party's at my place in an hour.

The other four cadets rip off their gowns and they also sport 
their "WEST PIPE ACADEMY" sweats.  MATT, WAYNE, MARY, and 
JESSICA (all 20s): fit, energized, and ready to party.

LORABELLA
I'm there, need to hang with my 
brother and the parental units 
first, but I'll be there.

MATT
We'll wait for you.

LORABELLA
Of course you will.  Not!  Just 
hold onto one toast for me.  I'm 
ready to blast off with you guys.
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EXT. BLUE RIDGE COUNTRYSIDE - EVENING

Dense woods with enormous trees that stretch high and fold 
over.

SONIC BOOM

The trees open up to reveal the--

EXT. WILES' HOME - BLUE RIDGE

Everything shakes like a tuning fork.

EXT. VIRGINIA COUNTRYSIDE - NIGHT

ANOTHER ENORMOUS BOOM causes plates in the earth to shift.  
The local radio station satellite disc SHAKES, a louder 
TREMBLE is heard.  Suddenly from the DARKNESS of space, COLD 
AIR pushes in through the hole in the gravimetric shield.

EXT. SPACE - THE ORBIT AROUND EARTH

Rolling over us, the immense underbelly of an enormous craft 
obliterates our view.  A loud ENGINE ROAR.  Suddenly the ship 
begins to DESCEND.  Slowly it twists downwards on a collision 
course to the blue planet below... Earth.

EXT. EDENITE SHIP - EARTH'S ATMOSPHERE

The ship flies into Earth's atmosphere.  It disrupts the 
gravimetric shield, and creates a HOLE from space, as it 
descends to land in the Virginia countryside within ten miles 
from the Wiles home.  The explosion fills the atmosphere like 
the force of an EXPLODING STAR.  It's an incredible sight.

EXT. WILES HOME - ALEXANDRIA, VA - NIGHT

A frightening lonely image of the Wiles home in the Virginia 
countryside of the BLUE RIDGE MOUNTAINS.  General Rick Wiles, 
Shell, Eric, and Lorabella rush inside, SLAM the door.

LORABELLA (V.O.)
I kept asking myself after this day 
was over, what does one do when 
their whole world changes in the 
blink of an eye?

Bright light POUNDS at the front door, tries to BUST in.  
DEMETRIOS, an Edenite, humanlike, except for a monstrous 
long, strong tail and gills on his cheeks.  He self-
illuminates in white light, his eyes GLOW.

INT. WILES KITCHEN - CONTINUOUS

Rick opens a kitchen drawer and grabs a 9 MM blaster, LOADS 
it.  Punches in an emergency code on an alarm monitor.

PANIC ROOM - CONTINUOUS

Eric and Lorabella run inside.

INT. WILES FRONT DOOR - CONTINUOUS

The door BURSTS open.  Demetrios stands in the doorway as his 
handheld tracker guides him right to Shell.  
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She falls to the ground.  Demetrios' long tail is erect, and 
threatening.  A small light flashes beneath his earlobe, like 
the light on a TV monitor.

Red record lights signal that the wall's hidden cameras are 
on.

DEMETRIOS
I knew I'd find you.

SHELL
Who the hell are you?

DEMETRIOS
Demetrios, Chancellor of Eden.  
I've been waiting for you, Vela 
Kurv.

SHELL
You know about Vela Kurv?

DEMETRIOS
Don't play coy with me.

Standing, Shell backs off from Demetrios.

SHELL
Why is a constellation of stars so 
important?

DEMETRIOS
Well, Eleni didn't do a very good 
job of spreading the word, did she?

Shell is stung.

SHELL
Eleni of Eleni and Sebastian?

DEMETRIOS
Both sent by The One from the High 
Court.

SHELL
What?

WILES KITCHEN - CONTINUOUS

Rick exits the kitchen.  He stands in shock at his own 
resemblance to Demetrios.  Demetrios spews venom from his 
glands, but just as he spews--

SATELLITE IN ORBIT ABOVE EARTH'S ATMOSPHERE - CONTINUOUS

Cold air trails through the atmospheric rift to the landing 
site of the Edenite ship.

SERIES OF SHOTS - WILES' HOME/EARTH'S SPACE - CONTINUOUS

The cold air RUSHES inside the doorway of the Wiles' home.  
It hits Demetrios square in the back just as he propels his 
venom, which mostly freezes.  A small portion of the gas 
sprays Shell; she collapses and turns BLUE.
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BOOM

Another EARTHQUAKE rocks Earth.  More cold air pushes in, and 
reaches Demetrios. He falls practically frozen.  He SCREAMS 
in an eerie tone, a wild animal in pain.  His tail thrashes 
around VIOLENTLY.  Objects fall and CRASH to the floor.

WILES PANIC ROOM - CONTINUOUS

A titanium-encased room with monitors and food storage.  
Lorabella and Eric see Shell FALL on a viewscreen monitor.  
From the food storage, Lorabella grabs a stun gun and both 
run out.

WILES KITCHEN - CONTINUOUS

Demetrios SCREAMS another animal CRY.

BACK ON SHELL AND RICK--

Shell is unconscious.  Fear shows in Rick's eyes, he aims 
badly, SHOOTS, misses.

Rick gets HIT in the head by Demetrios' flailing tail, and he 
is knocked out.

Another Edenite runs in. RAMSES shivers from the rush of cold 
air, but pulls Demetrios from the house and DRAGS him away.

WILES KITCHEN

Before Lorabella can fire, she and Eric slide in the puddle 
of venom, SLIP and CRACK their heads on the floor, and are 
knocked unconscious.  Eric turns BLUE.  Lorabella PULSATES 
with WHITE LIGHT.

Lorabella's light BRIGHTENS with each pulse.

INT. WILES HOME - CONTINUOUS

ON KITCHEN FLOOR.  Shell, Rick, Eric and Lorabella lie 
unconscious.  Edenite gills form on Shell's and Eric's faces.  
ON Rick and Lorabella.

EXT. SPACE STATION SIM - SPACE

Image of SPACE STATION SIM orbiting in space, Earth in B.G.

LORABELLA (V.O.)
After the attack, Space Station Sim
changed from a orbital watchtower 
to a military lighthouse.  West 
Pipe graduates formally became 
cadets to stand watch, investigate, 
and prepare to defend our home 
planet should the battle cry sound.

Images of orbiting satellites encircling the earth.

LORABELLA (V.O.)
To quote my father, my hero, 
General Rick Wiles, "Blue Ridge 
community is now Ground Zero."
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EXT. GALAXY - PLANET EARTH

A Edenite Command ship moves through space, and shoots a 
missile from its underside.  It zooms toward Earth and 
burrows into the Virginia Blue Ridge Mountains.  An EXPLOSION 
marks the point of impact.

A clock timer counts down.  TICK, TICK, TICK...

INT. MINESHAFT - VIRGINIA

Craters in the mineshaft walls.  Gaping holes and dead miner 
bodies scattered on Earth's floor.

EXT. VIRGINIA BLUE RIDGE MOUNTAINS - TWILIGHT

FULL MOON

INTERCUT - EXT./INT. LORABELLA'S SNOWGLIDER/ERIC'S SNOWGLIDER
- TWILIGHT Lorabella flies a two seater enclosed snowglider
above a white blanket of mountain-scape.  On her regal 
sweatsuit is: WEST PIPE ACADEMY.  Shell rides as a spotter in 
the passenger seat.

SHELL
Things have been so crazy since the 
attack, I never got to tell you 
that I liked your graduation 
speech.

LORABELLA
These months after the attack, that 
feels like a lifetime ago.  But 
thanks.  I guess I took my mother's 
advice.

SHELL
No, you did it.  Give yourself 
credit for thinking on your feet.

LORABELLA
Maybe I am my father's daughter, 
after all.

SHELL
This isn't about Rick, it's about y-
o-u.

LORABELLA
Father's been--

SHELL
--Give him time, he'll get it 
together.  He loves you.  He loves 
you and Eric.

LORABELLA
Mother, what's the story on the 
legacy of Vela Kurv?

SHELL
The scintillate scrolls call Eleni
the "Vela," mated to Sebastian the 
King, by The One.
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LORABELLA
Vela as in Constellation Vela?

SHELL
Vela as in a star gone nova--

LORABELLA
What does it all mean?

--Shell notices smoldering sparks outside, grabs a pair of 
electrobinoculars from Lorabella's utility belt. Lorabella is 
already staring at the missile crash site.

WHITE LIGHT FROM LORABELLA'S EYES ILLUMINATES RISING SMOKE

INT. ERIC'S SNOWGLIDER - TWILIGHT

Parallel to Lorabella's snowglider is Eric driving an 
identical craft.  He is dressed in TOP RECRUIT greens.  Eric 
pilots with his father, Rick, an over-anxious copilot.  The 
missile crash site is blocked from Eric's and Rick's POV, 
because it is on the blind side of their craft.

LORABELLA
(into comlink)

Cab three to cab four.  Eric, 
Father, do you read me?

After a little static, a voice is heard.

RICK
(over comlink)

Loud and clear, Lorabella. What's 
up?

LORABELLA
(into comlink)

Mother and I have picked up a crash 
site and I see smoke.

RICK
(into comlink)

I'll call it in, let's head to the 
bunker.  MCU can see if scans have 
picked up any activity in the 
mines.

ERIC
(into comlink)

See what happens when the Wiles go 
joy riding and break military 
curfew?!

SHELL
(into comlink)

It may only be a meteorite.

LORABELLA
(into comlink)

If that's all it is, MCU won't take 
long to confirm it.  Meet you and 
Eric at Blue Ridge, Father.

EXT./INT. ERIC'S SNOWGLIDER - TWILIGHT

Eric turns the wheel away from the mountain-scape.
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EXT./INT. LORABELLA'S SNOWGLIDER - TWILIGHT

Lorabella turns the wheel to follow.  Suddenly her craft 
sounds an ALARM--

BEEP BEEP BEEP

LORABELLA
(into comlink)

Eric, I've got a bogey coming right 
for us.  You get out of here.  I'll 
shake it off.

STATIC sounds, as the craft slows...

LORABELLA
(to Shell)

They're jamming us, she's not 
responding.

Lorabella flips the snowspeeder hard right, the missile clips 
the craft underbelly and it spirals down to IMPACT.

The craft descends rapidly.  Ahead Lorabella sees a bank of 
trees.  CRACK, a flare fires from the collision and the 
STARBURST pierces the sky, OPAQUELY BRIGHT.

The cab's red pulsating lights illuminate the surrounding 
homes.  Each home is gated with titanium fencing, connected 
with dense, protective energy beams.

Lorabella pushes an EMERGENCY button.  She flies into a 
snowdrift.  The impact drives rock and snow in the air and 
the snowspeeder LANDS on Shell's cab side.  Shell is KNOCKED 
hard, unconscious.

Quickly Lorabella grabs a flare gun, pushes an EMERGENCY 
SIREN, and grabs a shelter pack.

Lorabella carries Shell out of the cab easily, and slips her 
inside the tented shelter.  The BEAM PROJECTS from her eyes 
and she sees the approaching rescue craft.

EXT. EARTH - CRATER - VIRGINIA BLUE RIDGE MOUNTAINS - 
TWILIGHT

TICK, TICK

EXPLOSION

EXT. SNOW PLAIN - VIRGINIA MOUNTAINS - TWILIGHT

SONIC WAVES rattle the earth HARD, a crackling LIGHT BEAM 
sweeps overhead and EXPLODES.

Off her gaze, Lorabella sees a flash of a TAIL in the forest.  
RAMSES the Edenite, humanlike except for scales, gills (on 
his face), and one mother of a strong tail with a green 
stripe down its middle.

Lorabella charges to cut him off.

WHAM!  Lorabella is tackled by Ramses' blurring shape.  She 
hits the ground and struggles to raise a weapon--WHAP!  
Ramses smacks the weapon out of her hands with a roundhouse 
kick, then swings a chunk of broken branch like Willie Mays.
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BESIDE A FENCE Lorabella lands in a snowdrift.  She drops and 
stays down.

For a split second her pupils flash black as a crow's.

Ramses runs off.

Through the open fence Lorabella sees SOLDIERS surrounding 
her, silhouetted by the headlights of arriving hover 
snowmobiles.  Lorabella grabs a rescuing SOLDIER'S blaster 
and fires at Ramses.

Ramses ducks the blaster beam.  It embeds in a SOLDIER behind 
him who is jump-started by the 900,000 volts.  He's 
unconscious.

Ramses smashes ONE SOLDIER'S blaster and fires at OTHER 
SOLDIERS with the log, as he leaps toward another when--

FIVE SOLDIERS fire blasters simultaneously--

Ramses ducks and spins, dodging--

One of Lorabella's blasts connects and he lights up, 
convulses as... two more SOLDIERS run up and fire at close 
range... Ramses goes down, making spasmodic CRUNCHES.

Lorabella stares intently at Ramses,and signals the last two 
firing soldiers to set upon him.

Ramses regains his composure and runs away at EXTREME SPEED.

Lorabella signals the soldiers to move away.  They retreat--

INT. BLUE RIDGE MILITARY BUNKER - TWILIGHT

Communications equipment and hidden cameras are embedded in 
the walls of every room of this underground military site.

EXT./INT. STEEL-LIKE ELEVATOR - CONTINUOUS

The elevator shoots down hundreds of feet and STOPS.  The 
door opens to a--

LARGE HALL - CONTINUOUS

Rick steps into a large cave with construction underway.  He 
is a man now on the edge of his ability to take the stress.  
He talks to his son, Eric.

RICK
Where are they?  Lorabella and 
Shell should be here by now.

ERIC
Maybe you should dispatch a rescue 
patrol--

CRACK

EARTHQUAKE Eric is thrown, HITS a wall.
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EARTH SHAKES

The Blue Ridge Bunker collapses.

Rick sees only rubble.

RICK
Eric!  Can you hear me?  Damn it!

Rick pulls a signal emitter from his pocket and pushes a tiny 
red button.  Sirens sound.  Rick digs out the rubble by hand.  
FOUR SOLDIERS rush in.

RICK
Eric is trapped!

Soldiers dig at the rubble, find Eric's broken body.

SOLDIER ONE
SIR, CALL A 911 TRANSPORT.

RICK
(to Soldier One)

YOU, get him to West Pipe 
Emergency, use my transport 
shuttle.

(to other Soldiers digging 
rubble)

Dispatch a rescue patrol, find my 
wife and FIND Lorabella.

Soldier One nods.  Rick whispers into his wireless satellite 
link.

RICK
Track the launch coordinates.  En 
route?  Activate SS Sim.

Rick steps back into the hall.  Soldiers escort an 
unconscious Eric on a levitating gurney.

SOLDIER ONE
(to Rick)

He's unresponsive, but breathing.

RICK
Get me to West Pipe Emergency, NOW.

INT. EMERGENCY ROOM - NIGHT

PARAMEDICS lift Eric onto an emergency room bed.  Monitors 
overhead download vitals, RED LIGHTS flash without 
synchronicity.  A TRAUMA DOCTOR and two NURSES rush in.  One 
is NURSE CHARLOTTE.  Lorabella rushes into their midst.  Rick 
blocks her path, his arm in a sling.

LORABELLA
Father!  You're alright?

RICK
Where's your mother?
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LORABELLA
In surgery, she hit her head when 
we went down.  How's Eric?  I'm 
worried about both of--

Lorabella reaches for her father, and he backs up.  Stung, 
she backs away.  Nurse Charlotte touches Lorabella to 
reassure her, then approaches Rick and scans his arm.

RICK
(to Lorabella)

Why didn't you follow us?

LORABELLA
(defensively)

A bogey locked on, the cab power 
was cut.

NURSE CHARLOTTE
(to Rick)

Your arm is broken.  I can repair 
it, but first I need to set and 
cast it.

RICK
After my son is stable.

NURSE CHARLOTTE
How did you move all that rubble 
with a broken arm?

RICK
I thought you were trying to be the 
hero, Lorabella.

LORABELLA
Father, why would I want your job?

RICK
(Obliged)

I'll meet you outside surgery.

LORABELLA
That's me, Father, always craving 
attention.  Maybe you should worry 
about your son being commissioned 
as a Top Recruit?!  Call me crazy, 
but I'd rather have my brother 
alive.

Charlotte glances toward Lorabella, who tries to put on a 
confident smile as she backs out of sight.

RECOVERY AREA - CONTINUOUS

Lorabella looks around Recovery and sees the tense and scared 
face of Sally.  Again, Lorabella fakes a smile of confidence.

Sally has two legs in a cast.  Drugged, her eyes begin to 
close.  At the sound of Lorabella's voice calling her name, 
they fly OPEN:

LORABELLA
Sally... It's Lorabella.

SALLY
I can hear you...
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LORABELLA
Were you outside a curfew zone, 
too?

SALLY
I just needed a break from tactical 
alerts, ya know?  So I took a hike.  
What difference does one AWOL cadet 
make, anyway?

(joking)
What's going on?  Are we fighting 
on a sinking ship?

LORABELLA
No, but I am gonna try on a 
different uniform and see if it 
fits.

SALLY
You're our best fighter.  What will 
your father do without you?

LORABELLA
He'll be a hero, and I'll be out of 
his way.  Besides, I think there's 
a better way to win.

Taking a deep breath, Lorabella nervously rubs her hands 
together, RAPIDLY.  Apprehension and irritation invade her 
face.

ON LORABELLA'S HANDS: Thin layers of skin flake away.

Sally's eyes narrow in disbelief.  She grabs Lorabella's
hands.

SALLY
Lorabella, STOP.  You should see a 
doctor.  We're in a hospital for 
God's sake, pick one.

ON LORABELLA'S RED, BLISTERED PALMS

Spontaneously, she releases Sally's grip, and backs out of 
sight--

Nurse Charlotte walks directly to Lorabella.

NURSE CHARLOTTE
Your mother is awake and asking for 
you.

LORABELLA
How is she?

Nurse Charlotte shakes her head, not good.

LORABELLA
Take me to her, but first, do you 
have it?

Nurse Charlotte slips Lorabella a bottle of ZINCSKIN.  
Lorabella sprays it on her blistered hands.  Her body shakes, 
her eyes project WHITE LIGHT, and her hands heal.
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LORABELLA
Thanks.

NURSE CHARLOTTE
Yeah, yeah, you need something 
better than a quick fix.

LORABELLA
I trust you.  Besides, I'm not in 
any pain.

NURSE CHARLOTTE
Inside or outside?  I'd feel better 
if you saw a doctor.  You've lost 
sensitivity to pain and it's 
irresponsible.  You are putting 
your life and our lives at risk.

LORABELLA
I'm used to feeling numb... I can 
handle it--

NURSE CHARLOTTE
--all evidence to the contrary.  
You need to stop punishing 
yourself.

(beat)
Talk to your father, and reassure 
him.  He's your best ally, 
Lorabella.

LORABELLA
I'm alright.  Besides, he knows 
that I work better alone.

She smiles indulgently to Nurse Charlotte, who isn't 
pacified.

INT. HOSPITAL ROOM - NIGHT

Shell is dopey and weak, lying in the bed.  She gazes out her 
window at the mountains and the moonlight from the serene 
comfort of her hospital room.  The night sky is bright, 
vibrant.

Lorabella BURSTS in tense and worn, but she never takes her 
eyes off of Shell.

SHELL
I'm glad you're okay.

LORABELLA
Mother, I'm so sorry--

SHELL
Don't start blaming yourself for 
something that wasn't your fault.  
I need you to be strong now.

LORABELLA
What are you saying?

SHELL
You need to accept the inevitable.  
You can't rescue me Lorabella, my 
Vixen prescription is now at 2000 
milligrams.
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LORABELLA
Inevitable?  What does that mean?  
I'm not giving up on you.

SHELL
Listen to me, I'm not in pain.  
Quit torturing yourself.  Right 
now, your guilt serves no purpose.

Nurse Charlotte rushes in.

NURSE CHARLOTTE
(to Shell)

General Wiles wanted me to let you 
know he was paged to meet with the 
Special Minister of Defense, but he 
will return to you right after.

LORABELLA
(smiles to Shell)

I'm here Mother, I won't leave you 
until Father returns.

SHELL
I believe in you Lorabella, I keep 
hoping you will believe in 
yourself.

(to Nurse Charlotte)
Now, any word on Eric?

INTERCUT - INT. RICK'S MILITARY OFFICE/SPECIAL MINISTER OF 
DEFENSE CAROLINE'S OFFICE - DAY

Arm in a cast, Rick listens with rapt attention to the 
Special Minister of Defense to the President, CAROLINE 
CONNOR, who is on TELE-VIEWSCREEN.

CAROLINE
General, the Edenites move through 
our world with impunity.  They 
continue to raid our mines up and 
down the coasts of all our world's 
continents.  We have got to get a 
handle on the situation.  What 
happened with this last attack?

RICK
Some miners who attempted to oppose 
them have vanished... But all of 
that is about to change...

CAROLINE
General, how's your family?

RICK
Thankfully, Eric's gonna make it.  
Shell, I just don't know.  But 
Lorabella is determined to battle 
me on every front.

CAROLINE
Family's important.  You could try 
to change her mind.

RICK
Madam Defense Minister, I'm focused 
on finding a new weapon that will 
give us a fighting chance.
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CAROLINE
So, you've found one?

RICK
I think I've found a way to build 
one.

CAROLINE
Tell me more.

INT. SHELL'S HOSPITAL ROOM - NIGHT

Shell lies in bed alone, unable to rest.  She hears Rick's 
FOOTSTEPS. She takes a deep breath, opens her eyes.

SHELL'S EYES MEET Rick's, tears on her cheek.  

Rick slips into her hospital bed.  His cast is gone.

SHELL
How's our boy doing?

RICK
He's gonna pull through.

SHELL
Now here's a harder question.  
What's gonna happen when I'm gone?

RICK
You're not dying.  We're all just 
going through a rough patch.  We'll 
both get through--

SHELL
--I'm not going to recover, Rick.  
My immune system is shutting down.  
I need to know you will be there 
for both Eric and Lorabella.  She 
needs her father back.

Shell pleads to Rick, and he softens.  They become liplocked 
and oblivious.  Shell convulses, then passes out.  Rick YELLS 
at the top of his lungs.

RICK
SHELL!  You hang on, you hear me?  
I need you with me.

EXT./INT. EDENITE COMMAND SHIP - SPACE

The spaceship measures the length of five football fields 
black and menacing like a predator traveling through space.

COMMAND CHAMBER - ABOARD EDENITE SHIP

Inside the command chamber sits Demetrios, Chancellor of 
Eden, who sports his tail and gills.  He is self-important, 
anxious and always pissed off.  Demetrios meets with his 
anxious AIDE.

AIDE
Chancellor Demetrios, Ramses is on 
Earth.
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DEMETRIOS
(smiling)

You are a faithful aide.
(pause)

He's delivering up the goods.

The room is that of a world leader, lined with advanced 
monitoring and tracking equipment like nothing on Earth.

Demetrios' Aide, always surmising clues, listens with angst.

DEMETRIOS
Did you find a location?

AIDE
Ramses reported the signature 
sites.

DEMETRIOS
She's not dead?

AIDE
Ramses says NO.  In fact, there are 
still two Vela Kurv readings 
tagged.

DEMETRIOS
Two?!  Still?

AIDE
And scans reveal many more mineral 
sites of Precambian Greenstone.

DEMETRIOS
You tell Ramses he'd better deliver 
Vela Kurv and the Greenstone or 
I'll turn him over to the High 
Court and they'll lock him up 
forever.

AIDE
Well, he's got a plan to use one 
Vela Kurv to take down the other.

INT. EDENITE WORKSTATION ABOARD COMMAND SHIP - SPACE

Aide works at the console, programming code.  He pushes a 
button that beams GREEN MUCK which--

EXT. GALAXY - PLANET EARTH

--tunnels through space to Earth.

INT. MILITARY HOSPITAL - NIGHT

Vacant, white, clean hallways in every hospital cross 
section.

INT. SHELL KURV WILES' HOSPITAL ROOM - CONTINUOUS

The dense cloud of GREEN MUCK hangs midair.  It pushes open a 
door--

Lorabella and Rick stand frozen and watch Shell, comatose.
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LORABELLA
Mother, you're supposed to be my 
nudge.  You're supposed to bug me 
about my attitude.  You can't do 
that unless you wake up.

Shell transforms from stately beauty to something alien.  
Large scales spread over her body.  Monitoring machines line 
the room.

Lorabella pleads.

LORABELLA
(to Rick)

Our world's becoming a semblance of 
a broken planet looking for answers 
and wondering why.

GREEN MUCK fills the room.  Trancelike, the emotion leaves 
Lorabella's and Rick's faces.  Inside the GREEN MUCK is a 
transmitter relaying images to the Edenite viewscreen.

INT. EDENITE COMMAND CHAMBER - SPACE

Demetrios and Aide watch their VIEWSCREEN of Shell's hospital 
room.

DEMETRIOS
Tell Ramses it's working.  Vela 
Kurv, say goodbye to mother, dear.

AIDE
Lorabella will never stop hunting 
you--

DEMETRIOS
Shut up.

Beat.  Demetrios' words are lost in the WHITE NOISE of the 
machines.

INT. SHELL'S HOSPITAL ROOM - CONTINUOUS

Robotically, Lorabella disappears in the mist.  SNAP - 
Lorabella breaks Shell's neck.  Shell's vitals flatline and 
she dies.  More mist, and Rick can't see through it.  He is 
unable to speak, falls unconscious.

The mist around Lorabella dissipates.  Still - like a statue - 
blood is on her hands and around Shell's neck.  Her eyes 
project a WHITE BEAM that wipes away the blood staining from 
her hands and Shell's neck.

EXT. SHELL WILES GRAVE SITE - DAY

RAIN CLOUDS.  Rick wears decorated military dress, his medals 
shine.  Eric, in a wheelchair, is bandaged and braced with a 
halo.

A SMALL CROWD is gathered for the lowering of the coffin.  In 
the crowd is a MINISTER, and Dan, Lorabella's best friend.  
The MORTICIAN lowers the casket.  The service ends.

Dan comforts Lorabella, practically attached to her hip.
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LORABELLA
I need to talk to you.  Follow me.

Dan nods, and follows.

INT. CEMETERY MAUSOLEUM - CONTINUOUS

Lorabella's and Dan's FOOTSTEPS ECHO inside the large, 
vacant, marble lobby lined with crypts.

LORABELLA
Dan, did I ever tell you about my 
birthmark?

DAN
No.  Maybe your best friend needs a 
guide book on how to do it better.

Lorabella cuts her eyes at Dan. She raises her black shirt 
tail, revealing a scar that resembles the Constellation Vela.

LORABELLA
Can you see it?  I need to 
investigate the full story behind 
the bloodline of Vela Kurv.  What 
does this mean?

Dan fingers the mark.

DAN
I heard a rumor.  Your mother had 
the same one?

(Lorabella nods yes)
Alright, I'll help you Lorabella.  
I know what it's like to lose a 
parent and not know why.  Remember 
my father died too?

LORABELLA
I always liked Dr. Chase.  Father 
is such a hard ass, sometimes.  
Still, I love him.  I just don't 
trust him.

Dan smirks with a smile that fades.

LORABELLA
Do you think I'm crazy?  I am 
taking on the very thing I want to 
run from.  Father's gonna fight me 
on this.  He doesn't want to know 
why, but I can't let it go.  I have 
to know why my mother's dead and 
why Demetrios wants to kill me.

Dan can't believe his eyes, as he stares at Lorabella's
BLISTERED palms and freshly BRUISED knuckles.

Lorabella is absorbed in her own thoughts.  Dan grabs her 
hands to examine them.

DAN
What's going on here?  Androsis
CIPA? You?  You could be in real 
trouble.  Are you trying to kill 
yourself?  I bet you've lost all 
sensation to pain, haven't you?
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LORABELLA
Listen, I know, I know, I'm 
handling it.  I'm not 
irresponsible, I know people depend 
on MCU soldiers, blah, blah, 
blah...

DAN
Enough, Lorabella. Let's go.  You 
should be more responsible and take 
your mother's advice.  She's dead, 
but you needn't be.  If you don't 
believe in yourself, then--

(beat)
Listen, when the time comes to 
fight your battle, in that moment 
you're gonna think you can't.  
You'll have to choose to find the 
strength to do what's necessary to 
survive.  Then you'll discover that 
you can.  And when you do, you'll 
win because you believe in 
yourself.

EXT. EARTH MINE - DAY

MINERS' HANDS hold picks that chip away at stones.

EDENITES move in fast, their images blurred and unobserved.

More MINERS with union patches, tools, and cameras enter 
seconds later.

Bright lights shine in the eyes of Edenites from movement 
censors.  The creatures release a SHRILL.

The miners behind them hurry with tools and cameras in hand.

Confrontation.  Fighting.  Cameras shoot.  Then Edenites KILL 
miners.  Blood spurts everywhere.  The aliens extract 
precious stones from the mine with transport devices.

TWO MINERS escape with their cameras.

INT. RICK'S OFFICE - NIGHT

Pictures are strewn on Rick's desk of the bloody miner 
massacre.  Rick recognizes Demetrios.

TWO MINERS sit opposite Rick, all bandaged up.

RICK
They surprised you?

MINER 1
Never saw 'em comin'.

RICK
Huh.

MINER 2
We heard such a loud scream and we 
came a-runnin' to help out.
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MINER 1
We were there to shoot the 
Greenstones for our next union 
meeting, for the vote, want better 
wages an' all.

RICK
This excavation work is high risk, 
but so is the reward.  I'm aware of 
the metamorphic energy derivative.

MINER 2
Yes, a new energy source, who knew?

(beat)
I guess you did, since both our 
President and military use it for 
covert transportation.

RICK
Apparently metallurgical scientists 
have hypothesized even more 
potential usage.

MINER 1
Too bad they didn't share it 
sooner.

RICK
Indeed.  Still, it will probably 
replace fuel as we know it.

MINER 2
Yeah, but first we has to mine it.

RICK
Earth's mines are filled with it.  
The metal is just so much deeper in 
the earth, closer to the core.  The 
temperatures are extreme.

MINER 1
I guess, we's taken a risk 
everyday.

RICK
You've been very helpful, but the 
military will take it from here.

(Beat)
You shouldn't worry, and your 
friends are receiving the best 
possible medical care.

MINER 2
Only Rope and Snarl made it out 
alive.

RICK
Rope and Snarl?

MINER 2
Miner nicknames.

INT. LORABELLA'S WEST PIPE ROOM - DAY

Lorabella sits angrily in her private dorm room.  Rick paces.
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LORABELLA
The president of GNA approved my 
Special Forces application, you 
can't stop me!

(Beat)
I don't want anything to do with 
your Militia Covert Unit.

Lorabella storms toward the door.  Rick manhandles her arm, 
notices missing flesh from her baby finger.  SHOCK - he is 
rattled.  Lorabella slides her hand into her pocket.

RICK
You think joining Special Forces is 
the answer?  Lorabella, you should 
reconsider.  You and I haven't 
always seen eye-to-eye, but if you--

Lorabella shrugs away.

LORABELLA
I was chosen by them.  Don't worry, 
Father.  Eric will follow your 
lead.  Your son will make you 
proud, hopefully before you kill 
him.

RICK
If your mother were here--

LORABELLA
But she's not.  Why is that, 
Father?

Rick turns to stone.  He grabs his coat, and heads to the 
door.

RICK
Do what you want, you never listen.

(sarcastic)
You think you can uncover the 
truth?

Lorabella is shaken, and becomes stoic and cold.  She holds 
open the door as Rick exits.

LORABELLA
I'll find my own answers before 
there is a war.

Lorabella deadbolts the door.  White tears fall to the floor, 
as her eyes glow still in their sockets.  Lorabella fingers 
the scar on her back.  Again her hands are blistered.

WHITE LIGHT

floods in.

SHELL
Lorabella...

LORABELLA
--Mother?  I don't understand...

SHELL
My precious girl, trust yourself.  
Don't let my absence destroy you.
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LORABELLA
Mother, tell me... How did you die?

EXT. CANYON - DAY

SUPER: "SIX MONTHS LATER"

LORABELLA SMILES, HER EYES GLOW WITH WHITE LIGHT.

Lorabella runs through a canyon path with short shorts on.  
She is one secret agent and super curvy chick.  On her 
utility belt is a pager with a flat screen.  The pager GLOWS.  
She stops.

INT. GNA COMMANDER'S OFFICE - DAY

Government National Administration (GNA) Commander WILBUR 
WRIGHT, Asian-American, sits behind his desk doing paperwork.  
Wilbur is intense, smart, and somewhat contentious.  He's 
40s, beefy, and easily annoyed.

Wilbur speaks to his laptop screen where he watches 
Lorabella's feet briskly pound against the canyon path as she 
runs like the wind.

WILBUR
Lorabella, step into the light.

EXT. CANYON - CONTINUOUS

Lorabella hears Wilbur's voice from her pager and walks over 
a cliff.  Suspended in midair, she walks through a narrow 
BEAM OF LIGHT and disappears.

EXT. WILBUR'S OFFICE - CONTINUOUS

GNA office hallways.  The look and feel is government gray.  
The GNA seal displays above Wilbur Wright's name outside his 
office door.

LORABELLA'S UNBLEMISHED HAND KNOCKS

EXT. WILBUR'S GNA OFFICE - DAY

Lorabella walks in, and the GREEN LIGHT surrounding her 
fades.

LORABELLA
Got your page.

Wilbur's office is the nerve center of the GNA.  
Inconspicuous monitoring equipment surrounds his desk.

WILBUR
Just have a seat.

Lorabella sits.  Wilbur reviews a paper on his desk: 
"LORABELLA'S IQ SCORE: 227."

WILBUR
Explain why your IQ scores are so 
high.

LORABELLA
Sir?
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Wilbur pulls out another file from his drawer.  The files 
inside are meticulously color-coded and organized.

WILBUR
When I ask you for clarification, 
you need to give it to me.  You 
have abnormal DNA, Ms. Wiles.  The 
only person you don't lie to is me.

LORABELLA
Sir, I just want to be a good 
agent.

WILBUR
Next time, there are no secrets 
between us.

Wilbur puts her scores in a shredder.

WILBUR
No one else sees these.  I need you 
ready to train.

LORABELLA
Thank you, Sir.  I won't forget 
this.

WILBUR
Your assignment, after the 
completion of your training, comes 
from the Commander in Chief.  You 
will be on your father's task force 
to assess the enemy, and if they're 
determined to be a threat, create a 
plan to take them out.

LORABELLA
I didn't know my father's influence 
was a factor.

WILBUR
It was a factor, but you will 
report only to me.  My orders come 
only from our planet's President.  
But no one forces me to play my 
hand.

Lorabella nods.

LORABELLA
So, I'm going to be working with 
Dan?

WILBUR
I'll let him explain the details of 
his assignment to you.  And for the 
record, going forward, you are not 
to discuss the GNA Special Forces 
aspects of your assignments.

LORABELLA
No worries.  That's a given, Sir.

INT. RICK'S UNITED NATIONS DEFENSE DEPARTMENT OFFICE - NIGHT

Caroline and Rick discuss even more mine massacre pictures 
from Virginia, Illinois, and Indiana.
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CAROLINE
More Edenites and Galleons.

RICK
How do we fight bigger, stronger, 
more advanced enemies?

CAROLINE
The Science and Research Lab is 
working on it, but keep the faith.

RICK
I have no faith.  I think what we 
need is another brilliant mind.

CAROLINE
What about Lorabella?

RICK
I've persuaded the President to get 
her assigned to my watch.  I think 
she and Dan can be very helpful to 
one another.

CAROLINE
And ultimately to you.  We never 
did discuss the anomalies in 
Shell's autopsy.  Lorabella is a 
target.

RICK
(smiling)

There's nothing to discuss.  
Lorabella knows and she can take 
care of herself.  I have it under 
control.

CAROLINE
She'd better know, Rick.

Rick's eyes are deadpan.

EXT. HEATHROW AIRPORT - NIGHT

Lorabella steps into a dark-windowed hover limousine and is 
chauffeured by a GNA operative, TILTON.  Tilton is Latin and 
Lorabella's GNA muscle and agency guide.  A small flat screen 
on the dash of the limo routes a plotted course to Scotland 
Yard.

LORABELLA
Scotland Yard says Edenites were 
spotted in this warehouse where the 
bomb materials were recovered.

Tilton hands over photos of wires and components tossed 
around.  The warehouse is large, dark, gloomy and vacant.

TILTON
Any idea where they're headed?

LORABELLA
That's why I'm here.
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TILTON
You're here only for training, you 
have no orders to investigate.

LORABELLA
Orders.  Tilton? When Edenites are 
running wild?

The hoverlimo pulls to the curb of Scotland Yard.

Lorabella is greeted by a Scotland Yard operative, TONY, who 
escorts her.  He points to a chair.  Lorabella sits.  Tony 
enters the Chief Inspector's Office.  Tony returns, 
approaches Lorabella and gestures for her to follow him.  He 
escorts her inside.

INT. CHIEF INSPECTOR'S OFFICE

TONY
(English accent)

Special Agent Lorabella Kurv Wiles.  
Chief Regard will see you now.

AN HOUR PASSES as Lorabella is briefed by Chief Inspector 
HUGH REGARD.

LORABELLA
Don't worry, I know what I'm 
looking for.  By the way, General 
Wiles appreciates your cooperation.

HUGH
(English accent)

Wrap this up quickly.  Our exposure 
to the media is imminent.  I don't 
have to tell you what happens if 
word reaches the street.

LORABELLA
I'll get in and I'll get out.

HUGH
I'm surprised that a trainee is 
already on such a serious mission.

LORABELLA
Someone's got to do the dirty work.

(laughing)
Maybe I'm the most expendable.

EXT./INT. LONDON MINE YARD - NIGHT

Lorabella enters a dimly lit mine.  Her eyes emit WHITE 
LIGHT, illuminating her way through the shaft.  The lights go 
black but her eyes GLOW.

From behind, Lorabella is swung at with the mother of a tail, 
and the hair on her neck stands up as she senses air 
movement.  She clutches the tail, which swings her around 
like a fly caught on the tongue of an anteater.

Lorabella throws her legs against the base of the Edenite 
tail, which is attached to Ramses.  She lets go, falling to 
the ground as Ramses falls down a hole, plummeting fast he 
fades from Lorabella's white-lit eyes.
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LORABELLA
So sorry, didn't mean to PUSH...

RAMSES
Until we meet again, Vela Kurv...

Lorabella retrieves the alien tracking device left on the 
dirt floor.  She moves out so fast a dust cloud forms behind 
her.  She senses and leaps across the large hole, glances 
into it, sees Greenstone, and runs out the exit of the shaft.

DIRT ROAD OUTSIDE MINE - CONTINUOUS

Tilton pulls up in the hoverlimo.

HOVERLIMO - CONTINUOUS

Lorabella jumps in, covered with dirt.

LORABELLA
I coulda used a hand with clean-up, 
that is what you're here for.

TILTON
You're getting my ride all dirty.  
And what took you so long?  If I 
had called for help, I would have 
blown your little white lie to

(mocking in an English 
accent)

Mr. Hugh Regard.

Lorabella spits dirt from her mouth.  She pushes a panel on 
the back of the driver's seat.  A bottled water SHOOTS OUT 
which barely misses hitting her in the face.

LORABELLA
(to the button on the 
seat)

Hey.  Watch the aim.
(to Tilton)

I needed to find out how they are 
tracking the attack sites, and what 
they are looking for.

TILTON
Greenstone.  Special Forces uses it 
for mission transports.

LORABELLA
In very small quantities, and it's 
very unstable.

TILTON
Well, obviously, the Edenites have 
a better grasp of its use.

LORABELLA
Yeah?  What are they?  Will it blow 
up a planet or save one?

Lorabella holds up an alien tracking device.

LORABELLA
Look what I got.
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TILTON
If we can figure out how to make it 
work.

LORABELLA
Yeah, well, admission is always the 
first step to recovery.

(joking)
Tilton, what do you do to get your 
mind off work?  Don't you have a 
girlfriend?

EXT. HOVERLIMO, HEATHROW AIRPORT - CONTINUOUS

Tilton raises his right eyebrow.

TILTON
I don't mix business with pleasure.

LORABELLA
It's not a crime to talk about her, 
you know.

He drops a filthy Lorabella off at Heathrow's curbside.  
Lorabella steps out of the limo.  More dirt falls as she 
walks.  She flashes her ticket to the TWO SECURITY OFFICERS 
who are disgusted by her dirt-ridden trail.  She immediately 
detours into the RESTROOM.

INT. LARGE STUDIO - DAY

SUPER: "SAINT-MICHEL DISTRICT STUDIO, MONTREAL, CANADA"

Lorabella trains with GUY LALIBERTE III, 50s, a fit, strong 
coach who is experienced and outspoken.  The studio is the 
size of a Hollywood film studio.

LORABELLA
You're my last stop.  But you've 
been amazing to me.

GUY
(French accent)

I can't get over how quickly you 
have learned Cirque Du Soleil 
skills.

LORABELLA
I had an excellent teacher.

GUY
The student wasn't so bad either.

LORABELLA
Well, sorry to say that I'm outta 
here.  Next mission stop is home 
sweet home.  So, what can you tell 
me about my tried and true boss-
man?

GUY
One word - only on Wilbur's word do 
you see the production centre for 
Cirque.  Now get to work so you can 
get out of here.

29.



LORABELLA
Your wish...

Lorabella does spellbinding gymnastic flips, somersaults, and 
other midair tumbles.  She combines acrobatic performance 
with martial arts.  She displays magnificent technique 
spinning a rope hanging from the rafters.

GUY
You skills are unmatched, your 
technique is light as a feather, 
but your heart feels quite the 
opposite.  I've trained many.  
Unless you let go of the torch you 
carry, the fire will surely consume 
you.

LORABELLA
What can I say, I'm not my father's 
son.

Guy notices dark bruises on Lorabella's arms.

GUY
There are injuries and there are 
bruises.  Care to explain.

LORABELLA
What's to explain?  Bruises come 
with the territory.

GUY
Not when you are oblivious to the 
pain...

Lorabella is stung and embarrassed.

GUY
Perhaps, but what you fear is what 
you cannot face.  Saving the 
endangered is noble, but if you 
force yourself to choose between 
truth or sacrifice, saving yourself 
may be impossible.

LORABELLA
(raises an eyebrow)

Sure, whatever you say.

GUY
Did I tell you I met your father, 
the great General Rick Wiles and 
his lovely wife, Shell?  What a 
fairy tale love story that one was.

Lorabella is shocked at this revelation.  She begins to chew 
on her tongue, pushing against her teeth.

LORABELLA
Yeah, well, not all love stories 
have a fairy tale ending...

Guy stares at Lorabella eye-to-eye.  He continues.
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GUY
Wilbur called.  Looks like the 
chief has been usurped by the 
President.  Dear old dad is now in 
charge of all alien attack and 
defend missions, which includes y-o-
u...

(Beat)

LORABELLA
(Already knows)

And?

GUY
You should find a way to care for 
yourself and your mission.

LORABELLA
Easier said than done.

Lorabella turns on her heels and walks out.

MONTAGE - INT. THREE MINESHAFTS DEEP IN 
ROCK/VIRGINIA/COLORADO/UTAH - MIDDAY

Edenites attack and wound miners as they loot the Greenstone 
minerals from the shafts.

INT. DAN GIBSON VAL DEMURE'S MEDICAL OFFICE - DAY

A state of the art medical research lab filled with science 
research equipment.  Riley the lab tech talks with Dan.

DAN
What do the genes mean?  And how 
did she get exposed to this drug.

Dan shows test results to Riley.

RILEY
Well, she's got some amazing 
abilities.  Vixen kept Shell and 
Eric alive after their poisoning.

DAN
Miraculously, Rick was never 
contaminated and Lorabella's body 
consumed the poison.  It actually 
enhanced her athleticism.

RILEY
But I don't like this.  How did 
Vixen get into Lorabella's 
bloodstream?

DAN
Vixen is lethal to her.  Somehow, 
her body has fought off the poison.  
Still, we need to keep an eye on 
this.

RILEY
If she's exposed to much more, it 
could kill her.

DAN
I think this explains her CIPA.
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RILEY
Since when?

DAN
That's what I need to figure out.

RILEY
CIPA is genetic.  Was Shell Wiles 
in much pain before she died?  Or 
perhaps the Vixen caused the 
mutation.

DAN
Perhaps, or Rick could carry the 
gene, it's something new.  
Lorabella isn't very forthcoming.  
But she may have never been 
diagnosed because neither Rick nor 
Shell were.

RILEY
Still, self preservation is 
instinctive.

DAN
Unless the mutation is causing an 
imbalance.

RILEY
I don't like where this is leading.

DAN
First, she needs to know she's been 
poisoned.  My father just walked 
off a balcony and died.  We still 
don't know how his Alzheimers 
progressed so fast.  There may be a 
connection here.  I don't want to 
lose her too - she means a lot to 
me.

INT. HIGH RISE RESTAURANT - CONTINUOUS

Floor to ceiling windows reveal a spectacular futuristic city 
skyline.  Eric, dressed in TOP RECRUIT blues, is seated with 
an exhausted Lorabella.  They smile at each other.

ERIC
It's never been about you being 
able to leap tall buildings in a 
single bound.  You don't have to 
worry about keeping me safe.

She looks at him for a minute.  Finally, she breaks into a 
chuckle.

LORABELLA
At least they put you back together 
again.  Now, will you listen to us?

ERIC
Pathetic.

LORABELLA
We're Father's finest.
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ERIC
We're the best thing they did 
together.

He gives her a kiss on the cheek.

EXT./INT. GLASS ELEVATOR - DAY

The glass elevator flanks the steel high-rise building.

INT. HIGH RISE RESTAURANT - CONTINUOUS

Dan steps off the elevator, disheveled.  He is unshaven, and 
his clothes are rumpled.

A HEAD HOSTESS immediately greets Dan.

HEAD HOSTESS
We have your favorite table, Dr. 
Val Demure.

Dan follows the Head Hostess to a table right by a large 
panoramic VIEW.

Eric waves hello.  Dan moves from his table to Eric and 
Lorabella.  There's Cristal champagne on Eric and Lorabella's 
table.

DAN
Celebrating?  Taking some R and R 
before the declaration of war?

ERIC
I'm in.

DAN
In?

Eric points to the Top Recruit emblem on his uniform.

ERIC
The new Top Recruit program.

DAN
The new Top Recruit program?

ERIC
What, Father didn't give you the 
memo?  Top Recruits, soon to be 
Father's state-of-the-art weapon 
for war.

DAN
Funny.  When do you start?

ERIC
Come on, Dan.  Tomorrow?  You've 
taken over your father's work.  
You're doing the first group of 
reprogramming.

DAN
Tomorrow?
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ERIC
Tomorrow.  So your new weapon may 
avoid the probability of war.

DAN
New Top Recruit program.

Lorabella's WHITE eyes are deliberate, like an animal 
stalking its prey, yet her allure is strong and wrapped in 
the body of one sexy Beyonce.  Lorabella stands up.

LORABELLA
Boy talk.  I'll be back.

Dan grabs Lorabella by the arm.

DAN
What's your father up to?

Dan notices a deep gouge in the palm of Lorabella's hand.

LORABELLA
Like you don't know.  I thought you 
were going to warn me first.

DAN
Don't play me, Lorabella.  Your 
father is pushing too fast.

(Beat)
Is this frostbite?  What's going on 
with you?

LORABELLA
Nothing's going on... You know 
Father always pushes too fast.

DAN
Lorabella, what is Rick up to?  And 
why are you bent on hurting 
yourself?

Lorabella shrugs away from Dan's grip.  Eric stands, a 
brother concerned for his sister.

ERIC
(to Dan and Lorabella)

What's up?

Dan raises his hands in surrender to Eric's defensive stance.

LORABELLA
(whispers to Dan)

You're the genius, you figure it 
out.  Just don't hurt Eric!  Or I 
might have to hurt you.

Dan pulls Lorabella out on the--

BALCONY - CONTINUOUS

DAN
Lorabella, how did Vixen get in 
your blood-stream?  You're lucky to 
be walking around.
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LORABELLA
(lying)

I don't know, but if you give me a 
list of who has access to your drug 
storage...

DAN
I think you know and you need to 
get a handle on this.

(grabs and holds up 
Lorabella's hand)

Or I will pull you off of active 
duty.

A change of mood.

LORABELLA
Alright, alright, I'll stop by your 
office but I can't talk about it 
here, not around Eric.

DAN
You've got until end of day 
tomorrow.

(Beat)
We're also starting medical trials 
tomorrow.

LORABELLA
And you have been assigned to 
conduct them?

DAN
See there, nothing gets by you.

LORABELLA
Dan, what are the risks to Eric or 
any of the gene recipients of this 
procedure?

Dan sighs.

DAN
Organ rejection.  But the risks are 
low.

LORABELLA
For healthy soldiers with no 
history of medical complications, 
maybe, but where does that leave 
Eric?

DAN
In my capable hands.

LORABELLA
I don't doubt you, Dan, but I don't 
entirely trust Father.

DAN
No one entirely trusts General 
Wiles.

They're both mentally and physically fried, barely able to 
think beyond the worry about Eric being written all over 
their faces.

35.



INT. DAN'S MILITARY MEDICAL RESEARCH LAB - DAY

LIGHTS flash, monitors run.  Dan diligently studies his notes 
and doesn't notice Rick enter.

RICK
Did I read your report right?

DAN
(confident)

Neanderthal Man is a go.

RICK
We aren't creating some kind of 
horrific birth defect, are we?

DAN
Excuse me?

RICK
Parents have it hard enough, that's 
all.

Dan reassures Rick.

DAN
All we're doing is using fossilized 
DNA to grow soldiers in a 
controlled environment.  Their 
genes can be used for 
transplantation.

Rick considers Dan's words.

RICK
So we could--

DAN
--end many forms of debilitating 
disease like dementia, even 
Parkinson's.

RICK
(listen up)

You're here to make our soldiers 
the best they can be, ultimately 
leading to a rescue scenario from 
Earth being blown apart or raided 
to death.

HALLWAY OUTSIDE THE LAB - CONTINUOUS

Eric is in a Top Recruit uniform.  Lorabella and Eric, 
talking, both see Rick leaving the lab.

RICK
Out for a visit to Never Neverland?

LORABELLA AND ERIC
(surprised)

Father?

RICK
See you both later.  I have a 
meeting at the United Nations 
Defense Department.
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Rick proceeds down the hall, as Eric heads inside the lab.

LORABELLA
(to Eric)

I'll meet you.

Lorabella catches up to Rick.  She grabs him and wrenches him 
around.

LORABELLA
What the hell are you up to?  You 
know, I should have known your 
feelings for me weren't real, but I 
thought you cared about your son.

RICK
A Special Forces assignment doesn't 
grant you the right of 
insubordination to your mission 
commander or to your father.  Do 
you get me, young lady?

LORABELLA
Father, don't play with me.

RICK
Operation 911 Rescue is on.  You've 
been designated Earth's very own 
secret weapon.

LORABELLA
Why is Eric in this program when 
you know the risk for him is so 
high?

RICK
I have a meeting.  I'll talk to you 
later.

LORABELLA
You really piss me off!

RICK
(sotto voce)

Eric's case is different than your 
mother's; all we're doing is 
implanting new genes.

(Beat)
Besides, we all took an oath.  We 
all have an obligation to protect 
our free society.

LORABELLA
I'm not the enemy!

RICK
We're planning to survive.  Just 
follow your orders, determine the 
security breach to SS ~Sim.

LORABELLA
Right.  Hail to the Chief!  Father, 
you'd sell out anyone for the sake 
of king and country!  I must be 
crazy to take you on.

(resolved)
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But I won't let you destroy Eric, 
too.

Lorabella enters the lab through the hall.  Unexpectedly, Dan 
and MAJOR JUSTIN MITCHELL block her entrance.  They were both 
in full earshot of Lorabella and Rick's conversation.  Dan, 
in his white coat with shabby, long hair versus Justin in 
uniform with many medals across his chest - these opposites 
don't attract.

Lorabella is struck by Justin.

LORABELLA
Well, aren't you just perfect.  
Father's very own clone.

JUSTIN
I was waiting to meet General--

--Lorabella and Dan leave Justin in the hall.  They LOCK the 
door leading into Dan's lab.

INT. DAN'S LAB - CONTINUOUS

Lorabella grimaces as Dan inserts a SYRINGE NEEDLE into 
Lorabella's arm and pushes the plunger.  He finishes the 
dose, as Lorabella checks the label on the syringe BOX.  Amid 
the small printing and instructions, we can read the heading: 
HIGH-DOSE ZINCSKIN. Dan puts the syringe back in the box, 
and slips the box into one of Lorabella's suit pockets.

DAN
This should help to counter the 
effects.

LORABELLA
I actually felt the needle prick.

DAN
That's a good sign.  The first 
injection is already working its 
way into your bloodstream.

LORABELLA
I'm telling you, I did not self 
inject with Vixen.

DAN
All evidence to the contrary.  But 
since you've never lied to me, I'll 
take it as a sign to believe you.

EXT. CEMETERY  GRAVESIDE - NIGHT

Lorabella kneels at Shell's gravestone.  Tears stream down 
her face.  The gravestone reads: "SHELL KURV WILES, BELOVED 
WIFE AND MOTHER.  SHE RESTS IN A BETTER PLACE."

Lorabella places lilacs atop the headstone.

LORABELLA
Mother, I'm doing my best to 
uncover the Vela Kurv legacy... I'm 
watching over Eric, just like you 
watched over me.
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Standing behind Lorabella is Dan.  He moves in closer to her 
and places his hands on her shoulders.  Lorabella rubs her 
hand over "SHELL KURV WILES" on the headstone.

LORABELLA
You were my protector... you saved 
me from the monster that towered 
over my head.

She leans in and whispers.

LORABELLA
Sorry, Mother, I know you loved 
him, and the irony is I do too.

Lorabella has to gather her thoughts.

LORABELLA
If truth be told, I still can't 
figure why you were on my side.  
Why not protect the one that Father 
loved most?  The one I love most?

DAN
(sotto voce)

Eric...

Lorabella looks at the gravestone next to Shell's.  Her eyes 
GLOW with WHITE LIGHT as they stare at the adjacent 
gravestone--

"RICK WILES, LOVING HUSBAND TO SHELL WILES."

LORABELLA
I'll dig out the truth.  Aliens or 
not, I'll make this right.  It's 
strange, I can't remember the night 
you died, but I will put it 
together.

INT. EARTH SPACE STATION SIM (SS SIM)- SPACE

BLACKNESS

SUPER: "EARTH SPACE STATION SIM (SS SIM)"

A door cracks open, light reveals a covert Lorabella. She 
walks through the doorway quickly.  A few steps, the door 
closes.  Slowly, as we see Lorabella dissolve into starlight, 
her lighted face and GLOWING eyes are the last to dissolve.

Someone else's MOVEMENT in the dark.

Lorabella's starlight travels through darkness toward the 
sound of movement, through the small corridors to reveal 
extensive computer equipment throughout.  It grows brighter, 
holds perfectly still.  QUIET-LIKE headlights that glow still 
in the night.

SOUNDS of movement in the black grow clearer.  SKITTER, 
WHOOSH-WHOOSH; SKITTER, WHOOSH-WHOOSH.  This rustle NOISE of 
a large tail rushes close to the light, but stops short.

Lorabella's starlight continues to move through the dark 
corridors.  It homes in on the same alien, Edenite predator 
Ramses.  He watches a large SCREEN MONITOR showing an image 
of Earth.
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EARTH'S SPACE - CONTINUOUS

A ship displaying a cross-continental flag from Earth flies 
toward Space Station Sim.

INSIDE EARTH'S TOP RECRUIT SPACE SHIP - SPACE

Top Recruit Eric Wiles turns in to sleep.  Other RECRUITS 
sleep in aligned rows of suspended beds in the background.

Eric looks up at a family photo adhered to the wall.  He 
stares at a picture taken of Lorabella, himself, Shell, and 
Rick with General rank medals and all.

RECRUIT FRIEND
So, where's your sister, man?

ERIC
Don't know for sure, but she and 
Father are ahead of the game.

RECRUIT FRIEND
I hope so.

ERIC
(proud)

I know so.

EXT./INT. SS SIM - SPACE

Through the large viewport, Lorabella's starlight and the 
large SCREEN MONITOR inside are seen.  The light from the 
screen monitor reveals the interior of SS Sim.  There are 
many corridors of computer tracking-type equipment flashing 
reds, greens, and blues.

The image of Earth remains on the main monitor, which is only 
one of dozens of monitors.  Suddenly they all turn on with 
the same image.  Ramses programs a work console, watches, and 
listens.

Ramses' simulation runs on VIEWSCREEN.

Vector grids highlighted.

RAMSES
This was worth the trip to SS Sim.

He is not entirely visible because he works in shadow; but 
technology remnants from Ramses's alien presence have invaded 
the work space of SS Sim.  Lorabella's ILLUMINATING eyes 
watch Ramses's every movement, unbeknownst to him.

An Edenite device triggers the play of clips showing a 
chronology of events on Earth.  AN ASTRONAUT LEVITATES on a 
hillside, taking the hand of a beautiful chocolate-skinned 
WOMAN, whose eyes meet the astronaut's with love.

RAMSES
Sebastian and Eleni.  Brother, look 
at all the trouble you created.  
You are always called on by The 
One.  Time to level the playing 
field...
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Ramses uses the device again to SHIFT TIME FAST FORWARD.  
Next are visions ON SCREEN that include an Earth with only 
EDENITES.

RAMSES
That's better.

Monitor scenes continue.  The starlight of Lorabella descends 
down into a black corridor and elongates into one narrow 
stream.  The light turns GREEN and a doorway unfolds.  
Lorabella walks out.  She is unobserved by Ramses.  Her eyes 
GLOW.

Lorabella wears an ultra-shielded body suit and it fits like 
a glove.  Lorabella inches close to Ramses.

RAMSES
Vela Kurv, you die today.  The 
legacy ends but saves our dying 
world.  Earth becomes home to Eden 
and to Edenites. Besides, we came 
first, created by The One.

LORABELLA
(whispers back, to 
herself)

Prove it, worm-tail. But not today.  
Today is the day that you die in 
your own blaze of glory.

INT. SS SIM - SPACE

Lorabella moves in behind like a panther.  She is light, 
deliberate, and sleekly on Ramses's heels as he runs away.

LORABELLA'S HAND

An EXPLOSIVE DEVICE curled up in Lorabella's hand is thrown 
through the closing doorway that allows access to Ramses's
docked ship.  The explosive flies just inches above Ramses's
head and line of sight.

LORABELLA
Not the family reunion you were 
looking for.  Nope, today is the 
day that vengeance is mine.

EXT./INT. SS SIM - SPACE

Ramses's ship takes off, moving at light speed.  It stops to 
meet up with a much larger ship further out in space.

BRIDGE

Ramses punches "TIME DELAY AUTO PILOT" and "BRIDGE".

INT. DOCKED BRIDGE TO EDENITE LARGE SHIP - SPACE

Ramses runs from his ship to the larger ship.

EXT. RAMSES' SMALLER SHIP - SPACE

An energy beam projects from Ramses's ship to the--
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EDENITE LARGER SHIP - SPACE

Seconds later, the bridge is extracted and the larger ship 
launches an ENERGY WAVE INTO SPACE--

The EDENITE LARGER SHIP moves miles away from the beam launch 
site.

EXT./INT. EDENITE SHIP - SPACE

Out in space, not far from SS Sim, the energy wave becomes a 
meteorite that zooms--

EXT./INT. EARTH TOP RECRUIT SPACE SHIP - SPACE

--IMPACTS and penetrates the hull of the Earth ship which 
displays the cross-continental flag of Earth.

SPACE
EXPLOSION.  Shock-waves ripple hard 
across space like impactive ocean 
waves at sea.

INT. EARTH TOP RECRUIT SPACE SHIP - CONTINUOUS

The waves begin to hit the hull.  A massive wave rolling in 
to impact.  The ship's warning beacons sound LOUD and the 
young recruits shuffle about quickly to their life support 
stations where the computer straps them in for turbulent 
flying.  Oxygen masks drop into their laps from release 
hatches.  Like automatons, the recruits immediately put them 
on and brace for impact.

ON BOARD COMPUTER
Prepare for emergency retreat to 
earth...prepare for emergency 
retreat to earth...prepare for--

The computer keeps repeating, and the recruits are remotely 
placed into life support stasis as they fall unconscious.  
IMPACT - one hull side dents.

Eric's family photo, falls onto the floor.  OFF PHOTO--

EXT. RECRUIT SPACE SHUTTLE - CONTINUOUS

The ship engines ignite as they propel towards Earth at 
enormous speed.  The ignition of the engines is vibrant.  The 
ship travels practically out of control, then SLOWS to 
approach Earth's atmosphere.

INT. GENERAL WILES UNITED NATIONS DEFENSE DEPARTMENT OFFICE - 
DAY

Professional, Lorabella stands before her father.  She is 
stern, poised, respectful.  Still, she tries too hard.

LORABELLA
Father, they invaded SS Sim, and 
swore to enslave mankind.  The 
Edenite proclaimed death to Vela 
Kurv. I told you, we needed to 
find out why.

Today Rick is gleeful.  He displays a somewhat caring 
attitude for Lorabella.
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RICK
What are you talking about?  You 
blew him up, you should be 
celebrating.  Relax, Lorabella, you 
won this round.

LORABELLA
Putting aside Vela Kurv, what about 
the threat to Earth?  We still 
don't know why they attack.

KNOCK on the door.

RICK
Come in.

(to Lorabella)
Drop it.

Rick is almost beside himself, yet still restrained.  In 
walks Major Justin Mitchell.

JUSTIN
Sir!  Reporting as ordered.

Justin is handsome, arrogant, and overwhelmingly confident.

LORABELLA
You're the clone?

JUSTIN
What?  Clone?

RICK
Lorabella, I asked Justin to tear 
himself away from his special 
duties to debrief you and join our 
meeting.

JUSTIN
(to Lorabella)

Pleasure.  The General has asked me 
to fill you in on our current 
military tactics.  We've never been 
formally introduced.

LORABELLA
(to her father)

I don't know what all the fuss is 
about.  I'm quite capable of 
attending your debriefing without a 
formal invitation.  I know who you--

JUSTIN
--actually I thought it would be 
best for you to see some live 
military action at West Pipe next 
week.  I've already been briefed by 
General Wiles on your assignment.

INT. HALL OF UNITED NATIONS DEFENSE DEPARTMENT ADJACENT 
MEDICAL FACILITY - HOURS LATER

Lorabella and Rick walk together, somberly.  She is 
uncomfortable in her own skin around Rick.

Lorabella follows Rick to a closed secured black door.  The 
doors dissipate to reveal--
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TWO SONIC SHOWERS AND ENCLOSED CHANGING ROOMS - CONTINUOUS

Lorabella and Rick step inside and steam pours in.  Time 
passes, and the steam clears.  Lorabella and Rick both have 
on surgical masks, gloves, and gowns.

RICK
(to Lorabella)

Sorry to delay your trip to West 
Pipe.  Are you sure you're ready 
for this?

LORABELLA
FATHER, get on with it!

RICK
Fine.

Rick pushes a button, and another black door dissolves to 
reveal a large room.  Lorabella stares at--

INT. LARGE MEDICAL ROOM - CONTINUOUS

Lorabella takes it all in--DEJA VU.  "INTENSIVE CARE" and 
"MEDICAL ALERT" flash overhead as Rick and Lorabella enter a 
room filled with water tanks.  Inside the tanks are young 
recruits in comas, attached to life support machines that 
also monitor their vital signs.

Lorabella locks WIDE OPEN eyes on the tank with the name 
placard that reads, "TOP RECRUIT ERIC WILES."

LORABELLA
(quivering)

I told you, this was not a good 
idea.  Eric's immune system is 
compromised, just like Mother's was 
by the Edenite attack.  Oh, what's 
the point.  What are you doing to 
fix this?

RICK
Dan is commissioned to find a cure 
for all of these soldiers.  But he 
thinks that preparation for the 
transplantation procedure for the 
Top Recruits may have added to the 
effects of the poison from the 
explosion, causing catatonic coma.

LORABELLA
This just keeps getting better.  
Will they live?  Will Eric recover?

RICK
We just don't know.  GNA needs you 
to find out more about the weapon 
that fired on Eric's ship.  GNA's
mission is now a joint effort with 
the military.

LORABELLA
Of course it is.  Fine.  Don't 
worry, it's handled.
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EXT./INT. UNITED NATIONS DEFENSE DEPARTMENT MILITARY HOSPITAL 
- DAY

Black boots step inside the hospital's front entrance, as 
fall leaves blow in.  Dan, in a white coat, walks down a 
vacant corridor.  The hall echoes with each step.  He carries 
blood and tissue samples.

INT. LARGE MEDICAL ROOM - CONTINUOUS

Lorabella and Rick stand beside Eric's tank.

RICK
He's not good.

LORABELLA
What?

RICK
All the other recruits are showing 
signs of recovery except Eric.  It 
seems that the very Edenite gene 
that you carry has the same genetic 
signature that's killing your 
brother.

LORABELLA
Where have I heard this before?  
Anyhow, why?

RICK
He's particularly susceptible to 
the venom's toxicity.  The Vixen is 
not helping.

LORABELLA
I thought that you were protecting 
him.

RICK
What?

Lorabella's knees buckle, and she drops to the floor.

LORABELLA
You wouldn't risk Eric's life 
knowing of his susceptibility?  How 
long does he have?

RICK
24-48 hours.  I didn't cause this 
problem.  I'm not responsible.

LORABELLA
No, of course you aren't.  You're 
perfect.  Can Dan use my blood?

RICK
Right now it's not an option.  He's 
afraid that without your 
immunities, your blood could kill 
him.
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LORABELLA
I will help him.

(Lorabella locks eyes with 
Rick)

He's fragile, Father, like Mother.  
Can't you stop risking his life?

EXT./INT. DAN'S MILITARY MEDICAL LAB - DAY

Dan's office is neat and clean, but Dan is disheveled.

HALLWAY

Tilton cuts Lorabella off before she heads inside the lab.  
They speak, then Tilton exits.  Lorabella enters the LAB, 
upset.

INT. LAB

LORABELLA
Dan--

DAN
You saw your brother.

LORABELLA
You're practically a Nobel Prize 
winner, use my blood, help him.

DAN
Rick gave you Eric's prognosis?

LORABELLA
Dan, this is Eric, come on.  We 
need a cure.

Dan nods, and points to a bed.  He draws her blood as she 
flinches from the needle prick.  Lorabella's ILLUMINATING 
white eyes PULSATE from the pain.

DAN
Still feeling the pain?

LORABELLA
I feel heat, cold, and pain...

DAN
Make sure you keep medicating.

LORABELLA
Dan, I won't break my word.

(plotting and deliberate)
But these villains must have been 
aided by homeland sympathizers.  
And, first things first - Eric's ve-
ry important.

DAN
Yes, I know, he is.  Homeland 
sympathizers?  You sure?  Nasty.

Lorabella nods yes.  OFF DAN'S LOOK OF CONCERN.
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LORABELLA
I think they may have another 
agenda.

INT. DAN'S MILITARY MEDICAL LAB  DAY

SUPER: "DAYS LATER"

Lorabella walks in.  She is greeted by Dan's smile.

LORABELLA
What?

DAN
I have some news.

LORABELLA
Yeah?

Eric walks in.

LORABELLA
Eric?!  Dan, you came through.

Eric wavers with weakness.

ERIC
I'm okay.

DAN
Eric, that's enough, you need some 
more rest.

Lorabella grabs her brother and hugs him really tight.

ERIC
Lorabella, forgive Father?

Lorabella gives a noncommittal gesture.  Dan gestures to a 
NURSE.  She helps Eric onto a levitating gurney and guides 
him out of the lab and into the hallway.

INT. LAB - HOSPITAL - CONTINUOUS

DAN
He's not totally out of danger.  
But quite frankly, exercise is the 
best thing for him once he's strong 
enough.

LORABELLA
Thanks, Dan, you've saved my most 
precious gem.

DAN
No, I just gave you a reason to 
live your own life.  Can you let go 
of your vendetta now?

LORABELLA
I believe in justice, you know, an 
eye for an eye.  Anyhow, what 
happened to the Top Recruits?  What 
put them in a coma?  How did you 
get them all out?
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DAN
How they fell into comas, I'm still 
not sure.  Give me some time.  But, 
the cure came from your blood, for 
everyone, including Eric.  However, 
now we need an antigen--

LORABELLA
Or the same thing will happen 
again.  And what about protection 
from MCU?

DAN
Can't argue with you.

LORABELLA
No, you can't and if you did, in my 
mood, you'd lose.

INT. HOTEL ROOM - NIGHT

Tilton and Lorabella discuss mission tactics.

LORABELLA
Check out Justin.  I'm not sure 
what his agenda is.

TILTON
Are you sure he has one?

LORABELLA
That's why I have Tilton, my very 
own professional friend.

Both smile.

INT. CATCH 22 RESTAURANT - NIGHT

Justin and Lorabella are at the bar of a very romantic 
restaurant.  The restaurant name plastered overhead: "CATCH 
22".  A hot spot, bustling with people.  UNIFORMS and NON-
MILITARY PERSONNEL, looking for, and to be, a pick-up.  
Lorabella is pleased at the crowd.  She sees Eric walk in.

ERIC
Hey Sis.

Lorabella hugs her brother tight.  He hugs back.

ERIC
Hey, stop worrying.

LORABELLA
I'm not worried, I know you can 
take care of yourself.  You are 
alright?

ERIC
Lorabella, I'm healed, I'm fine.

Eric acknowledges Justin.  He comes to a quick attention and 
unobtrusively salutes.

ERIC
Sir.
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JUSTIN
Relax, soldier, this visit was all 
about a promise.

ERIC
Sir.

(to Lorabella)
I gotta go, we've got early morning 
exercises.  Tell Father I won't 
disappoint him, OK?!

LORABELLA
(disappointed)

Sure thing.

Eric leaves.  Justin eyes the HOSTESS IN RED.

HOSTESS IN RED

Your table is ready.

The Hostess in Red escorts Justin and Lorabella across the 
room to an elevator going up.  An ELEVATOR VALET greets them.  
The elevator opens to the--

PRIVATE ROOF

--where another STUNNING HOSTESS greets them.

STUNNING HOSTESS
Your table.

The roof is lit against the night with dim white lights and 
candles.  A violinist plays ROMANTIC MUSIC against a post-
modern designed skyline featuring functional and formalized 
shapes and spaces.  A single table awaits with candlelight 
and wine.

HOURS PASS

Justin and Lorabella converse.  The dinner table is a glass 
mirror.  Justin slides closer to Lorabella. He points to her 
reflection in the mirror.

JUSTIN
This is probably the most 
singularly beautiful face I've ever 
seen.

Lorabella is caught off guard, even a little embarrassed.

LORABELLA
Sympathetically bending the rules 
for family get-togethers, over-the-
top flattery, and expensive late-
night dinners... You always come on 
this strong?

JUSTIN
Only when I meet someone I have to 
know everything about.

He brushes the hair off the nape of her neck and leans in.  
Lorabella doesn't resist.
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LORABELLA
What are you doing?

Justin fingers down her back and sees the mark of Vela Kurv.

JUSTIN
And now I think I know pretty much 
everything.

He abruptly pulls away, leaving Lorabella sitting there 
confused.

JUSTIN
You know I can help you locate 
them?  Consider me your most needed 
resource.

(Beat)
I'm not an ogre, even though I 
remind you of your dear old dad.

Lorabella listens.

LORABELLA
So, you want me to use you?

JUSTIN
My resources are vital.  Would you 
rather our soldiers die from lack 
of training?  I have eyes and ears 
in places you can't imagine.

Lorabella nods, reluctantly agreeing with his comments.

LORABELLA
Oh, my imagination is quite vivid.  
I never underestimate the enemy.  
And I never said our soldiers 
shouldn't be prepared.  They 
should.  It's your methods that--

JUSTIN
--a matter of choice, made from one 
who endured a great deal of 
training.  I know what it takes to 
stay alive.

Justin points at his chest, draws a line down it.

JUSTIN
I was split open without anesthesia 
to get me to reveal secrets.  But I 
surprised our alien friends.

LORABELLA
You were abducted?

JUSTIN
My father was a miner.  I had 
developed cancer in my lungs as a 
child.  I used to sneak into the 
old mines behind my father.

LORABELLA
How did you sur--
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JUSTIN
--Alien venom can only survive in 
healthy blood before it shuts down 
healthy organs.  It attacked and 
destroyed my cancer cells.  The 
attack on the cancer somehow 
destroyed its--

(laughing)
--venomous killing effects and 
instead of shutting down my organs, 
it actually shored up my immune 
system and anyhow, here I am.

Beat.  Justin winks.

LORABELLA
Huh--

Lorabella inadvertently touches Justin's outstretched hand.  
He securely grabs hold of her hand inside of his.

JUSTIN
So we share more than patriotism, 
Lorabella. And we can share even 
more if you let me help you.  I'm 
truly a good guy.

LORABELLA
I get it.

Lorabella in shock from this news.  Beat.  More time passes 
and Lorabella's guard with Justin drops.

DANCE FLOOR

Lorabella and Justin dance after dinner.  Justin embraces 
Lorabella and they kiss.

OFF the kiss--

INT. DAN'S MILITARY MEDICAL LAB - NIGHT

Lorabella and Dan talk.  Dan still disheveled, and messy, is 
all about his work.  The lab still glistens.

LORABELLA
I heard about your promotion to 
Head Director of Research.

Dan gets up, looks down the almost empty hall.  A TECHNICIAN 
in a white coat walks by.  Dan shuts the door.

DAN
Keep it down.  No one knows.  How 
do you know?

LORABELLA
I have friends in high places.

DAN
Dark places.

Lorabella fidgets.

LORABELLA
Alright, Justin told me.
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DAN
What do you see in that guy?

LORABELLA
He's okay.

DAN
Careful, careful, you'll make 
father proud.

LORABELLA
Hey!  Don't change the subject.

DAN
Unlike some, I actually care about 
this planet and the survival of its 
occupants.

LORABELLA
He's alright, Dan.

DAN
So why defend him then?

LORABELLA
How did we get to be so close?

DAN
Hello, you have a cankering desire 
to please your father and Justin is 
just a cookie cut-out--

LORABELLA
I don't mean Justin, I mean you and 
I.  How did we get to be so close?  
We are so different.  We see the 
world completely opposite.

DAN
Do we?  I think there's hope for 
you yet, Lorabella.  I keep waiting 
for you to figure that out.

Dan smiles.

LORABELLA
What does that mean?

(Beat)
You know about Justin Mitchell's 
medical history?

Dan has a "huh" expression.

LORABELLA
He had cancer, his father was a 
miner, the cancer actually killed 
the venom and shored up his body's 
defenses.  Can we use that somehow?

DAN
You want me to give Eric cancer?  I 
thought you loved him.
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LORABELLA
Just think about it, maybe we could 
use it as an antigen.  Now we have 
a documented case study.

DAN
I have an idea, let's start 
injecting miners with cancer.

LORABELLA
If it'll save their lives, why not?

OFF Lorabella's smirk--

INT. UNITED NATIONS DEFENSE DEPARTMENT DINING HALL - DAY

Lorabella and Rick eat lunch.  Tilton covertly sits at a 
table in the distance.  He eats and listens with a mike in 
his ear to Lorabella and Rick.

LORABELLA
Dan's progressing on the coma cure?

RICK
I heard that you and Justin have 
been hanging out?

LORABELLA
You said Dan would find an answer.

RICK
The Top Recruit program was a leap 
and now it's screwed up.

LORABELLA
No kidding.  So what's next?  Dan's 
got an idea to save the program.

RICK
What about Justin?  Does he have 
any ideas?

LORABELLA
How much does Justin know?

Beat.  Rick stares down Lorabella.

RICK
Enough, he knows enough.

LORABELLA
I hope he's truly trustworthy.

RICK
What's the problem?  Dan's 
brilliant and committed, he'll work 
out the few kinks in the trials.  
Justin's a good officer.  We need 
good officers to carry out our 
missions.

LORABELLA
I guess.
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RICK
Dan's just a scientist, his 
interests are different than ours.  
He believes that Earth can open a 
dialog with our... visitors.

Rick touches Lorabella's hand.  The shock of affection causes 
Lorabella to pull back.

RICK
I am your father and at the end of 
the day, whatever you think of me, 
I do love you Lorabella... Dan's 
perceptions are tainted by his 
medicine man tactics.

Lorabella stares at Rick, searching for truth in his eyes.

LORABELLA
Justin does seem to care about this 
country, and its survival.

RICK
He's got conviction.  He saved my 
life, and it's efforts like his 
that are going to guarantee our 
quality of life.

LORABELLA
I better go.  Good to talk to you, 
Father.

Lorabella gets up.  Rick signals to the WAITER that he'll be 
right back.  He walks Lorabella outside the dining hall.  He 
embraces Lorabella.

RICK
You are a precious gift, your 
mother knew from the start.  I'm 
not given to apologies but I think 
you're too much like me.  Anyhow, 
I'm here now, Lorabella.

Lorabella hugs back, somehow touched by Rick, tears fill her 
eyes, she gently pushes him away--

LORABELLA
--Bye Father, I'll be in touch, 
I've got to save a couple of 
dimwitted scientists.

Lorabella speeds away.

INT. DINING HALL - CONTINUOUS

Tilton's HAND pulls Lorabella inside a private office. 
Quickly wiping away her tears--

LORABELLA
Anything on Justin?

TILTON
So far he's clean.  He may be the 
genuine soldier.
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LORABELLA
(jokingly)

You've got a sense of humor.

TILTON
Hardly.

LORABELLA
But you do have a girlfriend, 
whether you talk about her or not.  
I want to meet her.

Tilton twists his mouth, raises an eyebrow.

INT. EARTH MINE - DAY

Dan and Riley sit inside the mine with equipment, some 
weapons, and a COUPLE OF SOLDIERS.  The mine is dimly lit.  
Miners are tracking in and out of the cave in groups with 
equipment and weapons.

RILEY
What exactly are we doing? How do 
you know they’ll-- You found a 
pattern in their mind attacks.

Dan grins in acknowledgement.

DAN
Let's see if we can talk to them.

RILEY
Dan, who told you we could do this?

Dan moves his head in a muddling fashion.

RILEY
Right, no one.  Really good 
planning.

DAN
How else are we going to find out 
about them?  Besides, we have the 
element of surprise on our side.

RILEY
Surprise, let's not lose our lives.  
What do you think, Dan, maybe?  You 
and me, stay alive?!

DAN
Relax.

Dan gestures to a large supersonic wind blower hooked to an 
aerodynamic generator in the mine cave.

DAN
I've taken some precautions, and 
it's protected by a forcefield.  
Kinda.  I jimmie rigged something 
together.

RILEY
Well, that's just perfect.  Did you 
at least tell Lorabella what you 
were up to?  Maybe she'll come and 
save our lives.
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DAN
I wouldn't count on it.

MINERS IN LINE

Dan injects THREE MINERS.  Two of the miners are the same two 
that shot the pictures of the original miner massacre.  Riley 
watches.  Other MINERS walk to the cave entrance.

BACK ON: Dan and Riley.  Dan reviews data on his hand-held 
pocket computer.

DAN
(to Riley)

Cancer cells.

RILEY
I really worry about you.  Are you 
insane?

DAN
I might be.  Something Lorabella 
said.  Trust me?

A dust cloud rolls in from a COMMOTION.  Miners are getting 
attacked by Edenites.

RILEY
Here we go.

Behind the commotion is Demetrios with his Aide.  Both of 
their tails are visible and strong.

DEMETRIOS
This is one of the largest mines 
excavated to date.

AIDE
You're working hard to keep a 
promise.

The three miners see Demetrios and Aide, and in a fit of 
rage, they attack.  Demetrios spews venom on all three.  They 
wrench and fall unconscious.

Dan remotely turns on the wind blower.  Cold air and NOISE.  
He shuts it down to a lower setting.

The commotion disperses and Edenites roll away from 
aggressive positions.  Demetrios and Aide are frozen in their 
tracks.

DAN
(to Demetrios)

I recognize you.

Demetrios is gracious.

DEMETRIOS
Who are you?

DAN
Dan Val Demure.  Why do you attack 
us?  What do you want?
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AIDE
Careful, Demetrios.

Demetrios, shivering, turns on the charm.

DEMETRIOS
Peaceful coexistence.

DAN
Why don't I believe you?

DEMETRIOS
It's true we've attacked your 
planet without any declaration, but 
our observations of human behavior 
indicate that you prefer a solitary 
planetary existence, at all costs.

DAN
What, afraid we don't want to share 
our planet with you?  What is it 
that you want... or need?

DEMETRIOS
Our planet is dying.  We need the 
Greenstone to replenish its core.

Aide smiles.

AIDE
We are excellent miners ourselves, 
and like you we love our home 
planet.

DEMETRIOS
Eden's core will die without the 
metal.

Dan frowns.

DAN
You need volcanic metal to reignite 
your core creation cycle.  Earth 
can't restore an entire planetary 
core, and survive itself.

DEMETRIOS
I understand your dilemma, but--

DAN
--Who are you?

DEMETRIOS
Chancellor of Eden, and this is my 
Aide.  I get the sense you have 
another proposal.

Dan considers.

DAN
We can manufacture the metal.

DEMETRIOS
Yes, but the volcanic core in its 
genetic state is vital.  
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Only in that state can it jump 
start the formation cycle of 
planetary proliferation.

DAN
You mean Greenstone.  We can 
supplement with some natural 
metals.  It will buy time for your 
planet until further research can 
be done.

Beat.  Demetrios, Aide, and OTHER EDENITES begin to turn 
blue, freezing from the blowing cold air.

DEMETRIOS
(teeth chattering)

You don't even know what this metal-
- Anyhow, we'll talk again.

DAN
I'll let you know when.

DEMETRIOS
I thought we were opening up a 
peaceful exchange.

DAN
We are, but I realize that the only 
reason you haven't manufactured the 
metals yourself is probably because 
you no longer can, and Earth is 
ripe for the taking!  Be very 
careful.  Push us in a corner, and 
you may be left with an empty 
shell.

Demetrios and Aide look at one another and shake their heads, 
yes.

DEMETRIOS
Agreed.

DAN'S HAND
--turns up the blower by remote.

DAN
Now, it's time for you to go.

Suddenly, Lorabella is standing in between Demetrios and 
Aide.

LORABELLA
(to Demetrios & Aide)

Leaving so soon?

DAN
(to Lorabella)

Lorabella, you weren't invited to 
this party.

Demetrios stares at her in cold shock.  He is caught off 
guard by the presence of Vela Kurv.  His motion freezes.  He 
can hardly move.

Lorabella is being tracked by Justin.  He stands in the 
shadow of the mine without anyone being aware.
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LORABELLA
A pity.  I coulda used some target 
practice... Next time, boys.

DAN
(to Lorabella)

Enough.

Lorabella grabs Demetrios by the neck.

LORABELLA
I can't wait to kick your ass.

Demetrios and Aide, both helpless and freezing cold.  Dan 
gestures Lorabella away from Demetrios.

DAN
Now's not the time.

ON MINERS: still unconscious.

Demetrios and Aide move to retreat with the other Edenites,
and catch a new scent from the shadows.  Animal instincts 
drive Demetrios to move in pain and pounce on Justin.  He 
isn't expecting this, and he's way too slow.

Lorabella catches sight of Demetrios' target, but he's 
already on top of Justin, reopening an old wound.  With his 
tail he slices open the old chest scar.  He shoots venom 
which lands squarely in the wound.

Lorabella is on top of Demetrios by now.  Justin is in 
excruciating pain.  Like the wind she rips the remote from 
Dan and pushes the blower switch ON.  Demetrios and Aide 
SCREAM.  But before the cold immobilizes them, the Aide uses 
his tail to push Demetrios down, and as both fall beneath the 
force of the wind, they retreat.

Lorabella runs to Dan.

LORABELLA
Extract my blood and inject Justin.

DAN
Are you crazy?  That will kill him.

LORABELLA
No it won't, trust me!

Dan is out of time, Justin is dying, and he grabs a needle, 
extracts Lorabella's blood and grabs his arm.

LORABELLA
No!  Inject him right into his 
heart, do it! 

Dan doesn't think, he just does.  And suddenly, Justin's 
heart starts to beat again.  Dan is shocked!

DAN
Oh my God!

Dan dresses Justin's chest quickly.

59.



RILEY
Good thing you decided to offer 
unauthorized treatment to these 
miners.

DAN
Good for Justin.  Lorabella, you 
just saved GI Joe's life!

LORABELLA
Did I?  Will wonders never cease?

DAN
You know I know you're checking up 
on me, but what was he doing here?

LORABELLA
(smiling)

GI Joe was checking up on me.  He 
is a soldier after all, Dan.

OFF unconscious Justin wrapped with gauze and bandages around 
his chest.

INT. RICK'S UNITED NATIONS DEFENSE DEPARTMENT OFFICE - NIGHT

Rick at his desk.  He's pissed.  Dan and Riley anxiously sit 
and nervously listen.

RICK
What did you think that you were 
doing?

RILEY
Give us a break, General.  You have 
to admit, it was worth a shot.

RICK
Why would I consider wasting 
manufacturing resources on Edenites 
when all they've done is attack?  
It's clear they want to destroy 
mankind.

DAN
Oh really, it's clear, when you've 
never even tried talking to them?

Rick opens a manila folder and spreads out the aftermath 
photos of numerous mine attacks.  Miners' dead bodies from 
attacks and mineshafts that now look like empty dirt moon 
craters.

RICK
It's clear what they want.  They've 
been stealing Greenstone by tons.

DAN
They are fighting to survive, just 
like us.  It can't hurt to try 
negotiation!

RICK
You're a fool and I won't allow it.

Dan and Rick are at a stalemate, consumed with their 
argument.  In walks Lorabella, invading their space, and 
breaks up the standoff.
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DAN
Well, I took a calculated risk, I 
needed to try out a theory for my 
research.

Rick has a dour cold stare.

RICK
Be very careful Dan, I'll overlook 
this little meeting exchange but 
when it doesn't work, I'll see to 
it that you're charged with 
treason.

Riley takes on the role of peacemaker.

RILEY
Dan, don't threaten a maniac who 
heads the MCU.

Dan is shocked.

RICK
Dan, you should listen to sound 
advice.  But, Riley, don't think 
for a moment that I won't hold you 
responsible and charge you both 
with treason.  You and Dan will be 
cellmates.

RILEY
Don't threaten me.

Rick and Riley are at a cold standoff.

LORABELLA
And then there were three.  I can 
play stalemate too, boys.

Dan interrupts, attempting to lessen the now intense 
atmosphere in Rick's office.

DAN
Thank you for that, Lorabella... 
I'll get started on the 
preparations for the peace talks 
and I'll get back to you, General.

LORABELLA
Father, back off.  I'll handle Dan, 
but for the record, his tactics are 
sound, everything doesn't have to 
be a fight.

Somehow, Rick is placated by his daughter's suggestion.

RICK
Alright, Lorabella.

LORABELLA
Who's been putting nice pills in 
your coffee?

Riley and Dan leave, and Lorabella follows.  Rick worries.
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INT. GNA PRIVATE OFFICE - NIGHT

Lorabella fills in Tilton.

LORABELLA
My stunt almost killed him.

TILTON
Sounds like you saved his life.

LORABELLA
Maybe.  I feel like I'm missing out 
on living my life.  Anyhow, how's 
your girly girl, you know, the sexy 
one you're always talking about?

Tilton arches his eyebrows and twists his mouth.

LORABELLA
I think I'm falling for him, 
Tilton.  What's a girl to do?  
Maybe I wanna be rescued.

INT. HOSPITAL HALL - DAY

Lorabella enters the hospital at the United Nations National 
Defense building.

INT. JUSTIN'S HOSPITAL ROOM - DAY

Lorabella enters Justin's room.  He's hooked up to a heart 
monitor, a vital signs monitor, and an IV.  She sits with him 
for a bit as he sleeps.  He opens his eyes.

JUSTIN
Lorabella, what are you doing here?  
I'm sure I'm not high on your list.

He laughs, then coughs.

LORABELLA
Hey, you should warn me when you're 
about to put your life on the line.

JUSTIN
All kidding aside, thanks for 
saving my life.  I would've been a 
goner if it hadn't been for--

LORABELLA
--Just doing MY job.  Don't read 
too much into it.  Don't tell 
Father, it would just upset him.

Justin laughs again, pain on his face, and coughs.

JUSTIN
Stop making me laugh, you're 
killing me.

Rick walks in.  He sees Lorabella and stops in his tracks.

LORABELLA
(whispers softly)

I'd better go.  Feel better soon; 
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I don't know what I'm going to do 
without you to fight with.

Justin smiles, grabs Lorabella's hand.  She smiles back, eyes 
Rick at the hospital room door.

JUSTIN
Hey, I'll return the favor someday.  
Call you when I'm off from sick 
leave.

OFF Lorabella's and Justin's connected smiles--

Rick grabs Lorabella's arm and follows her into the hall.

RICK
Listen, I've been a real piece of 
crap to you lately--

LORABELLA
--Lately?

RICK
Okay, I've been a real ass to you, 
but what you did for Justin was way 
beyond the call of duty.  I can 
admit it.

(Beat)
I've totally misjudged you.  I'd 
like to try to make it up to you.

LORABELLA
Let's take it one day at a time.

RICK
I'm willing if you are.

LORABELLA
I guess it's what Mother would have 
wanted.

EXT. SS SIM - SPACE

Large clunky transport ships arrive from Earth.

INSIDE SS SIM - CONTINUOUS

The three miners (injected with cancer), amongst other MINERS 
and SOLDIERS unload huge loads of rock interspersed with 
green precious metal using transport devices.  The metals 
fill gigantic cargo rooms.  The miners exhibit no injuries.  
Soldiers spray the metal with tanks of green liquid.

INT. JUSTIN'S HOSPITAL ROOM - DAY

Justin speaks to a viewscreen monitor from his hospital bed.

JUSTIN
General, the spray contains cloned 
and natural Greenstone, but the 
readings for anyone searching for 
such natural occurring Greenstone 
should read off the scale.
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INTERCUT - VIEWSCREEN CONVERSATION/DAN'S MILITARY MEDICAL LAB 
- DAY

Dan hears his laptop BEEP.  His call is connected.  Dan turns 
it on, talks to Riley.

INT. SS SIM - SPACE

LAPTOP BEEPS.  Dan's face on Riley's screen.

RILEY
Wait, you're setting up a meeting 
on SS Sim?

DAN
The General has orders from the 
President to set up a room with 
thermostatically controlled walls 
that can drop to below zero in five 
seconds.

RILEY
What's to stop them from just 
killing you?

DAN
We are promising them a cargo of 
the metal.

RILEY
What's to stop--

DAN
--The cargo's location won't be 
revealed until the conclusion of 
the meeting.  The ships carrying it 
have been shielded with nuclear 
radiation, which will jam any 
sensors.

RILEY
Got it.  I hope it works.

DAN
Me too, or you'll be planning a 
different mission.

Riley with a "huh?" expression on his face.

DAN
Our prison break.

EXT. HOSPITAL PATIENT PICK-UP DRIVEWAY - DAY

Lorabella drives a hovermobile to a waiting area where Nurse 
Charlotte and Justin are waiting.  The nurse pushes a cart 
filled with flowers and plants.  Lorabella helps Justin 
inside the hovermobile, and he flinches with pain.  Nurse 
Charlotte gives Justin a warning.

NURSE CHARLOTTE
Take it easy for a few days; give 
the pain a chance to go away.

She hands Lorabella a vase of flowers, but Justin motions no.

64.



JUSTIN
Thanks for everything, Charlotte, 
you keep them.

NURSE CHARLOTTE
No, I can't.

JUSTIN
Yes... you can.

With Justin inside the hovermobile, Nurse Charlotte talks to 
Lorabella.

NURSE CHARLOTTE
So, you finally took my advice.

Lorabella opens her hands; her palms are normal, fingers 
intact.

LORABELLA
No blisters or missing flesh.  Even 
following my doctor's orders.

NURSE CHARLOTTE
I know you, he's watching you 
closely.  Just stick to his orders.  
Dan's a good doctor and a friend 
you can count on.

LORABELLA
That much, I know.

Nurse Charlotte turns and wheels the cart back inside the 
hospital.  Lorabella heads toward the car.  She pauses, then 
gets behind the wheel.

LORABELLA
Justin, what if I needed a favor?

JUSTIN
Anything, just ask.

LORABELLA
I need to find a way to forgive my 
father.  I haven't found anything 
to lead me to believe that this 
alien threat is more than that.

JUSTIN
What were you looking for?

LORABELLA
Answers.

JUSTIN
I can help, if you trust me.  I 
think I've at least earned that 
much.

LORABELLA
Yeah, I'll give you that.

Lorabella helps Justin buckle up.  He grabs her hand and 
suddenly they are locked in a tender sweet kiss.  Lorabella's
knee jerk reaction is to pull away from Justin.

JUSTIN
No.  You can trust me.
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Justin leans into a full mouth, deep tongue, plunging kiss.  
Lorabella is pulled into his intensity and can't pull away.  
Lorabella pulls back, and examines his lips.

LORABELLA
This is not a good idea, but I’m a 
sucker for men in need, K just 
can’t help myself.

She smiles.  Justin pulls her back into his wet lips.

INT. SS SIM - SPACE

ON SCREEN: "DAYS LATER"

ON MONITORS INSIDE SS SIM: Edenites raid the cargo hold.  
Defensive weapons blaze.  Humans are slaughtered.  The raid 
continues to play.  Rick, Dan, Riley, Lorabella, and Justin 
watch.

RICK
This happened one hour before Dan's 
scheduled meeting with Demetrios.  
I think we can all agree on our 
visitors' intentions now.

Edenites killing in cold blood with intense enjoyment.

ON SCREEN: Play back of Demetrios speaking.

DEMETRIOS
Thank you Dr. Val Demure, we 
couldn't have captured such a find 
without you.

AIDE
Count your laurels later, let's get 
this cargo loaded.

Edenites load cargo with vigor and aggression.

RICK
That cargo was seeded with 
chemicals that they will soon 
discover are false.

LORABELLA
(to Rick)

How much time?

RICK
Not much.

Dan watches the loading on SS Sim playback.

RICK
I have to admit, Dan, I wouldn't 
have solid evidence if it weren't 
for you and your intentions.

Justin's expression reveals his intolerance of Rick's 
gratitude toward Dan.

JUSTIN
General, what's next?
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Lorabella studies Justin.

RICK
Dan's medical trials are back on 
with a huge go.  We move to the 
next stage, gentlemen.

Dan pulls Lorabella aside.  His hold is stern and gripping.

LORABELLA
What is it, Dan?

DAN
Well, why go to all this trouble an 
hour before our meeting--

LORABELLA
--when clearly they have the 
technology to slaughter us.

(I've got it)
They need humans to mine in colder 
temperatures.  Gentlemen, we can 
stall and allow Dan to complete his 
research.  We can plant false 
energy readings inside all of our 
mines.

Rick, Justin, Dan, and Lorabella all nod in agreement.

RICK
It will buy us some time.

Justin notices Dan and Lorabella.  He doesn't like it.  
Lorabella feels Justin's stare, pulls away from Dan's hold.

DAN
(to Lorabella)

I think the key is the Precambian
Greenstone itself.  It must emit 
toxic vapors to their physiology in 
our atmosphere.

LORABELLA
Then there are atmospheric 
differences between our worlds.  It 
makes sense that Greenstone from 
the formation of Earth could be 
toxic to Edenites.

DAN
So they need our manpower to do 
their dirty work.

LORABELLA
Literally.  But there is a traitor 
working with the Edenites - SS Sim
was raided.

DAN
But who would betray us?  We're all 
in this together.

Justin interrupts the privacy between Lorabella and Dan--
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JUSTIN
(to Dan)

Why don't you stay out of military 
tactics?!  Thanks to you, all of 
those men up there...

(points to the screen)
...are dead.

DAN gets defensive--

DAN
I didn't kill those men.  I relayed 
my information according to 
procedure.

JUSTIN
I'll make sure and relay your 
intentions to those soldiers' 
families.

Dan, outraged, swings at Justin clumsily.  Justin easily 
trips him.  Dan falls on his face.

Lorabella watches, uncomfortable with Justin's bullying.  She 
steps over Dan and up to Justin's face.

Dan gets up embarrassed, still angry, then eyes Lorabella's 
engagement ring.

DAN
You're gonna marry GI Joe?

LORABELLA
Leave it alone, Dan.  And Justin, 
the truth is, Dan had a viable 
agenda to determine the enemy 
threat.

Rick walks over to Justin's space, and meets his eyes with a 
glare of steel to "cut it out."

JUSTIN
Fine.

(to Dan)
Just stick to your mission, because 
you're pathetic...

LORABELLA
(to Dan)

Don't listen to him, you're a good 
guy.

Justin leaves the room, pissed.  Lorabella stares and studies 
Justin with his every step.  Justin's pride is too wounded to 
notice.

INT. JUSTIN'S HOME - NIGHT

The home is a man's mans' place.  It reeks of no-nonsense 
rugged.

ON DINING TABLE: Dirty dinner plates on the table.

LIVING ROOM
Romantic setting, dim lights and 
one candle burns.
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JUSTIN
You're attractive and very sexy.

LORABELLA
Thank you.  You live like a pig.

JUSTIN
You know now I can help you take 
down your father's walls?

LORABELLA
I'm not asking you to.  You need a 
better decorator.

JUSTIN
But you're curious as to how.  
Well, this is my house, and I 
happen to like you in it, so get 
used to the decor.

LORABELLA
You're attracted to me.  I get it.

JUSTIN
Because I love you?!

LORABELLA
I'm good at what I do, and you need 
me.

JUSTIN
We need each other.  The honor is 
to serve.

LORABELLA
Service and honor, instead of the 
truth?

JUSTIN
What?

LORABELLA
You treated Dan despicably, and I 
don't like bullies!

JUSTIN
I get it.  I'll work on putting my 
attitude in-check.

LORABELLA
I love you Justin, but I work with 
you so I have to believe in who you 
are.

Beat.  ANNIE, Lorabella's pet Maltipoo plays with her stuffed 
lifesized dog, LIZA.  She mounts it and humps it.

JUSTIN
At least, I tolerate your pet... 
Lorabella, I do love you.  I know 
we have to work together but I'm 
committed to you.  Believe it, I've 
never lied to you.

Justin and Lorabella lock eyes.
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LORABELLA
(snidely)

Of course you haven't.  You and 
Annie have a lot in common.  Both 
of you are driven by instinct and 
you stop at nothing to get on top 
of it... I think that I know 
exactly who you are, Justin.

Justin smiles, and Lorabella's mood softens.  They kiss 
passionately.

INT. DAN'S MILITARY MEDICAL LAB - DAY

Through the lab is Dan's office.

DAN'S OFFICE
Lorabella reaches out to Dan, and 
he hugs her like a friend.  Dan 
steps back.  His expression 
questions her actions.  She 
responds by slapping him across his 
face.

LORABELLA
I'm really proud of you Dan, and I 
don't ever want you to forget this 
moment.

Dan looks at Lorabella smiling, still questioning her 
actions.

LORABELLA
You took your father's death and 
turned it into something really 
meaningful.  Your research will 
cure terrible diseases.  You're 
giving something back.

Beat.

DAN
Right.

Dan rubs his cheek.  He kisses Lorabella on hers.

LORABELLA
(smiling)

How are the miners you injected?

DAN
Fine, even better than fine, 
enhanced muscle tone, increased 
stamina.  All healthy.  It worked?

LORABELLA
Jackpot.

DAN
Not quite, the military won't 
accept an antigen without a line of 
defense.  And three unauthorized 
miners will not be enough evidence.
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LORABELLA
Dan, I can't believe I'm saying 
this, but I have some concerns 
about Justin and his motivations 
for service.  Watch your back, he's 
a soldier, after all.

DAN
I can take care of myself.  Are you 
having second thoughts?

LORABELLA
I need evidence and I need to be 
sure.  But you're not a soldier and 
he knows it.

DAN
Words to live by.  But you should 
be careful.

LORABELLA
I'm beginning to think so.

INT. MILITARY MEDICAL RESEARCH LAB - DAY

An airtight room off the lab.

INT. SURGICALLY SECURED BAY - CONTINUOUS

Dan and a surgical team, suited in hazmat gear.  The lab is 
secured.

INSIDE A DOUBLE PANED BALCONY

Rick and Lorabella watch Dan and his surgical team.

SURGERY BAY

A soldier encased in a life support incubator is taken off 
life support by Dan.  He is anesthetized with small tubes 
attached to his brain.  ON VIEWSCREEN: Dan watches his brain 
grow more vestiges.

TIME PASSES

In walks a suited woman, with other dark-suited Secret 
Service MEN and WOMEN.  Caroline Conner greets Rick, and both 
exit.

SECURE BOOTH AREA OF THE BALCONY

Caroline, still pragmatic with a no-nonsense type of 
character.

PANED BALCONY

Lorabella uses her watch-like palm top to listen in on Rick 
and Caroline's conversation.  Riley leans over to whisper to 
Lorabella.

RILEY
That's new technology that I gave 
you to use against our enemies.
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LORABELLA
Enemies, frenemies, what's the 
difference?  Both get you killed.

INTERIOR BALCONY - CONTINUOUS

CAROLINE
Any problems?  Is Dan on board?

RICK
He knows what's at stake.  His work 
here may have just given us the 
fighting chance I was looking for.

SURGERY BAY

ON VIEWSCREEN: The soldier's brain shrinks in size.

INTERIOR BALCONY

RICK
Did you see that?

CAROLINE
What's next?

RICK
Trials on Top Recruits.  We will 
enhance our military, 
exponentially.

CAROLINE
Are we certain that this DNA will 
increase their speed and strength?

RICK
We know now.

CAROLINE
Alright Rick, roll it out.  Don't 
screw it up.  Set the example.  
Eric should be first.

PANED BALCONY
Lorabella stands and yells.

LORABELLA
NO!!!!!!

Riley jerks Lorabella down to sit.  Beat.

RILEY
Thankfully, no one can hear you.  
What's up?

LORABELLA
I risk my life.  I'll be damned if 
he sells out another member of my 
family.

RILEY
No one's selling out.  Judging from 
the firepower we suspect they have--
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LORABELLA
What are you talking about?

RILEY
Dan's plan will work.  Intelligence 
wasn't accurate before.  I'm sure 
it won't happen again.

LORABELLA
Damn straight it won't.  'Cause I'm 
done playing nice.

RILEY
What do you mean, done?  The 
Edenites want to raid our planet 
and kill you.

LORABELLA
They're not who I'm talking about.

RILEY
Do you think you were put on this 
earth to be the world's biggest 
cynic and hide behind some tough-
ass attitude?

LORABELLA
Maybe.

RILEY
Then I feel sorry for you.  That's 
a pretty selfish way of looking at 
things.

LORABELLA
Yeah, well, we can't all be 
obsessed with saving the whole 
freakin' world.

Lorabella glances in the direction of Rick.

INT. RICK'S UNITED NATIONS DEFENSE DEPARTMENT OFFICE - DAY

LORABELLA
I won't let you do it again, he's 
too fragile... too important.  
You're obsessed with duty call and 
you don't care who you hurt.

RICK
I'm not obsessed.

LORABELLA
It's all you ever think about.  All 
you ever talk about.

RICK
At least my priorities are 
straight.

LORABELLA
You care about getting ahead at any 
cost.
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RICK
What about our quid pro quo?  You 
still want me to look out for Eric, 
then you hold up your end.  Your 
duty call is to serve, which 
includes Justin and Top Recruits.

LORABELLA
You disgust me.  How about a new 
quid pro quo, stay out of my 
personal life and I won't break 
your neck.

Standoff.  Lorabella is paged.  She storms out.

INT. WOMAN'S RESTROOM - CONTINUOUS

Lorabella checks the bathroom stalls, all empty, locks the 
door.  She pulls out her pager.  The viewscreen displays 
Wilbur's face.

WILBUR
Lorabella, as promised, I had your 
mother's body exhumed and something 
did turn up during our 
investigation.  Your mother's 
autopsy revealed that she died from 
a broken neck.

LORABELLA
A broken neck?  So the venom in her 
blood didn't kill--

WILBUR
--You need to know exactly what 
you're up against.

LORABELLA
Getting the invasion threat under 
control is vital.  You're saying 
Mother's death was a targeted hit, 
but why?

WILBUR
You, Rick, or Eric could be next.  
But I think your hunch was right.

LORABELLA
It's tied to the legacy of Vela 
Kurv. I'm what they want.

WILBUR
Find out why and find their 
Achilles heel.  Watch your step, 
and keep me informed.  Tilton will 
be your direct line of 
communication to me.

LORABELLA
(snidely)

He's such a great help.

WILBUR
Lorabella, another thing: some 
foreign substance was found in your 
mother's blood, possibly some kind 
of hallucinogen.
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LORABELLA
Does MCU know?

WILBUR
Not sure, the report was sealed by 
the military, which suggests--

LORABELLA AND WILBUR
--Conspiracy.

WILBUR
Your mother's file is officially 
reopened.  Special Forces is 
calling her death a murder now.  So 
on top of your current assignment 
you have a new eyes-only one--

LORABELLA
--Confirm that the Edenites are my 
mother's killer.

WILBUR
And look into your brother's 
accident, see if there's a tie to 
MCU. I don't need to tell you--

LORABELLA
Don't trust anyone.

INT. RICK'S OFFICE - CONTINUOUS

Lorabella re-engages Rick.

RICK
What is it now?

LORABELLA
Alright, I'll honor our quid pro 
quo, if you promise to hold up your 
end and keep a watch out for Eric 
at all costs, no more unnecessary 
risks.

Rick shakes his head, no.  Lorabella moves with the speed of 
light and is suddenly nose to nose with her father.

RICK
You don't intimidate me, Lorabella.  
Remember your own oath to GNA.  
Uncover the contributing factors to 
your mother's death.

LORABELLA
Contributing factors?

RICK
I certainly didn't kill her.  We 
were both found unconscious beside 
her body.

LORABELLA
Leave Eric alone and I'll hold up 
my end.

Lorabella storms out.

RICK
No promises, little girl.
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INT. MEDICAL LAB UNITED NATIONS DEFENSE DEPARTMENT - NIGHT

Lorabella and Riley are in the lab working together.

RILEY
Tell me your idea again?

Lorabella lays out pictures of the attacked miners and the SS
Sim invasion.

LORABELLA
Something keeps bothering me.  Why 
don't they invade and take over the 
planet?

(Beat)
They've got another agenda.

RILEY
I see where you're going, they need 
us.

LORABELLA
THEY ARE LOOKING FOR SOMETHING.

RILEY
What, what could they need from us?

LORABELLA
I think I know.  Why didn't I see 
this before?  Do you have a copy of 
the scintillate scrolls?

RILEY
Yeah.

Riley pulls out a scroll from Dan's desk.

LORABELLA
Of course you do.  Anyhow, when my 
mother was attacked, they were 
following a trail.

RILEY
Of course.  Let me run a search of 
that area.

Riley goes to the computer and types.

HOURS PASS

Riley and Lorabella sleep in their chairs.  The lab is 
silent.

ON COMPUTER

Flashes of red X's.  Lorabella awakens.  She touches Riley.

LORABELLA
Riley, get up.

Riley wakes and stares at the computer.
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RILEY
We've got locations cited, which 
display some kind of cloaked energy 
field.  I don't understand, 
wouldn't your father have searched 
for this?

LORABELLA
Maybe, maybe not, he's never 
believed in the myth, not really.  
Let's get Dan!

UNEXPECTEDLY ON SCREEN: "BLACK MATTER" flashes an alert.  
Lorabella types in "SOURCE".  The computer flashes back: "SS
SIM".

LORABELLA
Riley, we have to hurry.

RILEY
Waht does it mean?

LORABELLA
It means somebody’s keeping 
secrets...

INT. SURGERY LAB - DAY

ON VIEWSCREEN is footage of a fetus that grows into a MAN, 
JOHN DOE.  John stands, is fit, strong, dressed in a Top 
Recruit uniform.

INT. SURGERY BAY - DAY

Dan operates on John Doe.

BALCONY ABOVE SURGERY AREA

Through a thick glass barrier, Lorabella, Riley, and Rick 
watch Dan operate.

SURGERY BAY - CONTINUOUS

Lorabella focuses on Dan's hands.  Monitors show Dan as he 
pokes around inside the soldier's brain, nerve endings firing 
electrical impulses.

DAN
It looks good guys.  I think we can 
start downloading the DNA into our 
own Top Recruits.

BALCONY - CONTINUOUS

LORABELLA
Dan, before you go tying down and 
injecting perfectly good soldiers, 
I need to talk to you.

DAN
Lorabella, let me clean up, meet me 
in the lab in 30 minutes.

LORABELLA
Okay, but hurry.

Lorabella smiles carefully at her father.
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RICK
Lorabella, you will go with Riley 
and map out all of the Edenite
attack sites.  Let's see if we 
can't figure out their target 
vectors.

LORABELLA
Got it.

RICK
We will deploy MCU special service 
teams to set up the traps and try 
to hold them off, until our new 
fighting force is up and running.

LORABELLA
How soon?

RICK
(to Lorabella)

Time is short, you and Dan will 
leave at 1900 hours.  Your Top 
Recruit support team will follow 
once I receive your signal.  
Lorabella, congratulations.

Shock on the faces of Riley and Dan.  Lorabella dismisses the 
comment.  Rick exits.

SURGERY BAY - CONTINUOUS

DAN
Lorabella, how about we talk after 
you and Riley complete your new 
assignment?  I need to get some 
sleep.  See you in my lab in five 
hours.

(to his surgical team)
Okay guys, let's close.

BALCONY - CONTINUOUS

LORABELLA
Alright, I got it, go sleep.

INT. MEDICAL LAB UNITED NATIONS DEFENSE DEPARTMENT - NIGHT

HOURS LATER

Lorabella walks in to a great deal of intensity.  Rick is 
upset, he paces.  He is dressed in a four-star fully 
decorated general's uniform.  Riley is in medical scrubs and 
prepares medicine.

LORABELLA
(cautiously to Rick)

What's up?  What did I miss?

RILEY
Dan decided to go on ahead of you.  
You know how he is when he gets 
excited?

Beat.
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RILEY
Your father thinks that maybe Dan 
had another agenda, he says that he 
intercepted some communications 
between Earth and Demetrios.

LORABELLA
What?  I don't believe it.

RILEY
He wants you to go and get Dan.  He 
thinks he's conned his way back to 
SS Sim. You need to bring him 
back.  You've got 24 hours or--

Rick interjects.

RICK
Or I push the President's little 
red button and deny our visitors 
their planetary prize.

LORABELLA
You'd kill every living thing?

(Pause)
Black matter...its not a little red 
button, I know what you’ve done.

RICK
It's better than the alternative.

(accusatory)
I'm only going to ask you this 
once, Lorabella, did you know that 
Dan was going to pull this?

LORABELLA
Well, that didn't take long.

RICK
Answer me, young lady.

LORABELLA
No, Father, I had no idea, besides 
Dan would not do this, he would not 
sell us out.  He's not like that.

(sotto voce)
He's not like you.

RICK
Evidence to the contrary.  Remember 
he was the one that opened 
negotiations with Demetrios
completely on his own.  Now we know 
he always had another agenda, his 
own.  He has betrayed us.

Beat.  Lorabella shakes her head, no.  She looks at Riley.  
His expression is, I just don't know.

LORABELLA
(to Rick)

Alright, Father, but I need a few 
minutes.  I'm late, Justin was 
expecting me, I need to explain.

Rick heads to the door.
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RICK
Fine.

LORABELLA
(to Rick)

Anything happening?

RICK
Happening?!

LORABELLA
The fancy stars and stripes?

RICK
(distracted)

Oh, meeting with the President.

LORABELLA
Well, of course you are.

INTERCUT - TELECOMMUNICATION - EXT./INT. RICK'S UNITED 
NATIONS DEFENSE DEPARTMENT OFFICE - NIGHT

Justin is telecommuting.  ON SCREEN is Demetrios' face.

OUTSIDE OFFICE DOOR - CONTINUOUS

Lorabella walks up in stealth mode, silent but kind of 
playful.  Justin doesn't hear her--

When she hears Demetrios' voice, she freezes.  She pushes a 
button on her watch.

THE COMMUNICATION'S DEVICE

Has Demetrios' face on the screen.

DEMETRIOS
A ship is on its way.  Its gases 
will pass through your ships into 
Earth's atmosphere.

JUSTIN
And me?

Justin has the sealed Vixen in his hand, and is seated at 
Rick's desk.

DEMETRIOS
Take the ship, get Lorabella, and 
once we have Vela Kurv you'll 
return to Earth.  No one will ever 
know you left.

OUTSIDE RICK'S OFFICE - CONTINUOUS

Lorabella stands listening.  A cold stare shows that she 
knows Justin is her betrayer.  A tear rolls down her cheek.

LORABELLA
(under her breath)

I knew Dan wouldn't betray Earth.  
I knew it.

Lorabella backs away.
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INT. GNA PRIVATE OFFICE

Another private meeting between Lorabella and Tilton.

LORABELLA
How else could he have known?

TILTON
Okay, I'm completely lost.

LORABELLA
Justin knew Father tried to make 
amends with me but I never told him 
that.

TILTON
Okay, pull yourself together... 
What's next?

LORABELLA
They're closing in, Tilton. I 
don't know what's next.  Help.  Any 
ideas?

ON: Tilton's dead stare.

EXT. VIRGINIA COUNTRYSIDE BRUSH - DAY

One giant forest.  Lorabella has Riley's tracking device and 
she has Riley.  They track the signal.  Lorabella rambles.

LORABELLA
Do we have enough time to scamper 
off in the middle of nowhere 
chasing unsubstantiated claims?

Riley continues to track.  He receives a page.  He pulls out 
a miniature computer and reads the screen.  It FLASHES with 
red and green lights.

LORABELLA
Long range satellite readings?

RILEY
Something's going on just past 
Saturn.  High energy output.

LORABELLA
Like?

INT. EDENITE SHIP - EARTH'S ATMOSPHERE

Justin is led by MENTOR, a determined Edenite soldier, to a 
meeting room.

INT. MEETING ROOM

Demetrios and Aide are waiting.  Mentor stands at attention.  
Demetrios STANDS, his tail curls up, ready to strike.

DEMETRIOS
Where is the Woman of Vela Kurv?

JUSTIN
What?
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DEMETRIOS
Lorabella, where is she?

JUSTIN
Killed by one of your bombs.  You 
don't have to worry anymore.

Aide points to Demetrios' DNA Tracker.

AIDE
We know she's still alive, her DNA 
still reads on his tracker.

DEMETRIOS
(to Mentor)

Put him out an airlock.

Justin becomes desperate.

JUSTIN
She was deployed before I could--
Anyhow, you don't need her.  I have 
the security clearance that you 
need.  I also command a large 
fighting force.  I could--

DEMETRIOS
--Not interested.  I have already 
talked to General Wiles.  It seems 
you didn't keep your word.  He 
wasn't willing to even trade Vela 
Kurv for you.

Mentor seizes Justin, his tail erect and strong.  Mentor 
DRAGS him from the conference room as he pleads for his life.

JUSTIN
YOU OFFERED ME TO THE GENERAL FOR 
LORABELLA?  WHAT IS IT ABOUT VELA 
KURV THAT MEANS SO MUCH TO YOU?

(pause)

LISTEN TO ME, I'M VERY CLOSE TO HER, I KNOW HER ACHILLES HEEL 
AND SHE TRUSTS ME--

DEMETRIOS
--Wait, put him in the cage, he 
could be useful.

AIDE
(wait a minute)

You lied to me.

DEMETRIOS
What?!

AIDE
You made a deal with that scum from 
Epiphany, Ramses! Didn't you?!  No 
wonder our time is up.  He gave you 
a deadline, and if you don't meet 
it, you have to turn over Eden to 
him.

DEMETRIOS
No!  The One would never allow 
that.
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AIDE
You've betrayed and used your own 
kind.  What have you done, millions 
are going to fall!

DEMETRIOS
The broken promise of Vela is more 
important.

AIDE
That's why Ramses pillages Earth 
for you.   It's more than the 
Greenstone, he also wants to kill 
his brother's seed.  He wants to 
end the legacy of Vela Kurv.

DEMETRIOS
(snarl)

And he's not alone.

INT. WILES PANIC ROOM - CONTINUOUS

TIME SHIFT

Titanium encased room with monitors and food storage.  
Lorabella and Eric see Shell FALL on a viewscreen monitor.  
From food storage, Lorabella grabs a stun gun and both run 
out.

WILES KITCHEN - CONTINUOUS

Demetrios SCREAMS another animal CRY.

BACK ON SHELL AND RICK--

Shell unconscious.  Fear is in Rick's eyes, he aims badly, 
SHOOTS, misses.

Rick gets HIT in the head by Demetrios' flailing tail, and is 
knocked out.

Another Edenite runs in, RAMSES. He shivers from the rush of 
cold air but pulls Demetrios from the house and DRAGS him 
away.

WILES KITCHEN

Before Lorabella can fire, she and Eric slide in the puddle 
of venom, SLIP and CRACK their heads on the floor, and are 
knocked unconscious.  Eric turns BLUE.  Lorabella PULSATES 
with WHITE light.

Lorabella's light BRIGHTENS with each pulse.

EXT./INT. EDENITE SHIP - NIGHT - CONTINUOUS

RAMSES PULLS AN UNCONSCIOUS DEMETRIOS INSIDE THE SHIP
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OUTSIDE  

Ramses is greeted by OTHER EDENITES. They scurry away in a 
rush.

INSIDE

The ship's computer auto launches back into space and plots a 
course.  The console screen announces--

COMPUTER CONSOLE
Course plotted for Planet Eden.

INT. WILES HOME - CONTINUOUS

ON KITCHEN FLOOR.  Shell, Rick, Eric and Lorabella lie 
unconscious.  Edenite gills FORM on Shell and Eric's faces.  
ON Rick and Lorabella.

LORABELLA (V.O.)
Cursed or chosen, that was the day 
I lost my hero.

TIME SHIFT BACK TO PRESENT

EXT - VIRGINIA COUNTRYSIDE - DAY

Hours later, Lorabella and Riley are desperate but all they 
find is nothing.

LORABELLA
What are we gonna do?  We don't 
have a lot of time.

RILEY
How long?

LORABELLA
We've been at it for a couple of 
hours.

RILEY
That's not a lot of time, 
Lorabella.

LORABELLA
It is when you're trying to find 
the resolution that will stop my 
father from releasing black hole 
matter and destroying Earth 
completely.

RILEY
Okay, not so funny.

DAN
Aw come on guys, I thought that was 
pretty funny.

Lorabella and Riley turn around and there is Dan.

LORABELLA
Where have you been?
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INT. WAITING ROOM OUTSIDE OVAL OFFICE - LATE AFTERNOON

Caroline calls Rick on his cell phone just before he walks 
into the President's office.

CAROLINE
Where are you?  What's next?

RICK
Lorabella has to find Dan or I've 
been ordered to release the dark 
matter.

Caroline's shocked face is clearly displayed on Rick's phone.

RICK
I've got to go.  I'll call you back 
as soon as I'm done meeting with 
the President.

EXT - VIRGINIA COUNTRYWIDE - AFTERNOON

LORABELLA AND RILEY

What are you doing here?

DAN
Who do you think brought a copy of 
the scintillate in the lab?

LORABELLA AND RILEY

You knew the answer was there?

LORABELLA
Okay, Riley, cut that out.

DAN
You're not the only one with a 
direct bloodline to the past, 
Lorabella.  My uncle claimed 
lineage to Sebastian's mother.  And 
my father always corroborated that 
story.  He never told a lie.

RILEY
Wow, I guess blood is thicker than 
water.

Riley's tracker ALARMS.

DAN
Riley, let me see that.

Dan reads the monitor.

DAN
Here goes nothing.

Dan punches in a frequency and the SHRILL knocks all three of 
them unconscious.

Lorabella awakens and Dan is gone.  She doesn't recognize her 
surroundings.
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LORABELLA
Now what?

Dan YELLS.

DAN
Over here.

RILEY
Where are we?

LORABELLA
I'm pretty sure we're on Eden, the 
Edenite home world.

Dan crawls out from under a bush just a few feet away.

DAN
How?

LORABELLA
This is a hologram guys, we've got 
to let it play out and then we 
should have our answer.

RILEY
We don't have a lot of time.

LORABELLA
We don't have a choice.

DAN
She's got a point.

They all shut up as--

EXT/INT. INTERCUT - VIRGINIA COUNTRYSIDE/HOLOGRAM OF ELENI'S
BRIDAL CHAMBER ON EDEN - NIGHT

--A ceremonial temple decorated for a grand royal wedding 
materializes inside the backdrop of a futuristic society with 
grand architecture.  They are whisked inside the temple, and 
inside the bridal chamber of the temple is--

ELENI WELLINGTON

She has Lorabella's illuminating white eyes.  She is 
completely human, no tails or gills, and is dressed in a 
ceremonial gown befitting a queen.  Her long black hair runs 
down her back like a waterfall.

Eleni, though regal, is unpretentious, and her chocolate 
brown skin is smooth, unblemished.  An opened gift of 
ceremonial oils and erotic honeymoon lingerie lies on a 
table.  Eleni is reading a note.

Eleni looks on her beauty table at a picture of her in a kiss 
with ANAX, while Demetrios laughs, holding up a book as if to 
smack Anax across the back of his head.  It is a photograph 
that depicts a playful moment where brothers (and fraternal 
twins) goof around.  Anax looks identical to Eric.

The note from Demetrios reads--
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DEMETRIOS (V.O.)
Eleni, my new queen.  I relish in 
the thought of our life together 
forever.

There is a knock at the door.  Lorabella, Dan, and Riley all 
stare from inside the hologram at a large photograph of 
Demetrios and Eleni which reads, "OUR LEADER AND NEW FIRST 
LADY OF EDEN."  These Edenites have no scales, no tails, no 
gills.

Anax enters.  Eleni's air of melancholy vanishes when she 
sees Anax.  Anax is tall, Eleni's knight in shining armor.  
He is handsome, a beautiful man, with an earnest heart and a 
strong mind.  His uniform announces his rank as Commander of 
Eden's air fleet.

ELENI
Sebastian is gone.  Demetrios
claims me and my daughter as his 
right of succession.

ANAX
He can watch over you and give you 
both a wonderful life.

ELENI
I don't love him and he's not her 
father.  Now that Sebastian's back 
on the throne in the High Court, I 
am alone.

ANAX
I'm here and I can protect you.

ELENI
Not on Eden you can't.  As 
Chancellor he can divide the men 
you command.  Not all of them will 
remain loyal.

ANAX
Then trust me.

ELENI
I love you, but think carefully.  
You have more to lose than me, you 
are Demetrios' brother.

ANAX
You want to go back?

ELENI
You've found the coordinates to 
Earth.

ANAX
You need only ask once.

He touches the insignia on her gown, inlaid with gold and 
crystals, the layout of Constellation Vela.

ANAX
The mark of Vela Kurv.

Eleni smiles, and doesn't hesitate.  She grabs her suitcase 
standing against her beauty table.  
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She moves to her changing area and dresses into unobtrusive 
attire.  There is a birth mark on her lower back that matches 
the crystalline inscription on her dress.

ANAX
I've ordered three brigades to 
escort us to Earth.  And yes, I 
have Sebastian's journal, I know 
where Earth is.

Eleni nods.  They hurry from her bridal chamber.

EXT. VIRGINIA COUNTRYSIDE FOREST - CONTINUOUS

ON DAN, LORABELLA, AND RILEY

DAN
This proves my theory.  Anax and 
Eleni elope.  Because of the 
orbital cycles, the timeline
between the planets differed; one 
of their years on Eden was seven 
years on Earth.

LORABELLA
Without preparation, such a 
differential would poison them.  
Their leaving must have really 
pissed off Demetrios. But how did 
he find Earth?

LORABELLA AND DAN
THE GREENSTONE.

LORABELLA
Precambrian Greenstone would leave 
a DNA trail across subspace.

DAN
He found a way to track through the 
star's radiation.  With some 
creative engineering, Demetrios
eventually extrapolated the 
readings, uncovered the time 
differential and headed to Earth.

LORABELLA
Man, what a grudge.  But Dan, how 
did I end up with Demetrios in my 
bloodline?

DAN
My guess is that it wasn't on your 
mother's side, but on your 
father's.  There's no denying fate.

LORABELLA
Anax looks identical to Eric... Oh 
my gosh, that's it, Anax must have 
sired some other babies of his own 
with Eleni. That means--

DAN
--I'm thinking frozen embryos that 
were released from stasis would 
have adapted to Earth's timeline.  
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The children were discovered, 
determined to be a non-threat, 
split up, and adopted.

LORABELLA
Father's lineage being filled with 
betrayal means the apple didn't 
fall far from the tree.

(Lorabella looks at her 
watch)

We've got about fifteen hours.

DAN
Fifteen hours till what?

LORABELLA
No more Earth.  Father's 
Astrophysicists have harnessed the 
energy of a small black hole. He 
must have suspected the past threat 
of Vela, it’s why he ordered such a 
dangerous project.

(beat)
He has missiles filled with black 
matter aimed at every missile silo 
inside Earth's crust.

DAN
(Angry)

What? No more Earth?!  Lorabella!  
That kind of explosion will cause 
Earth to collapse in on itself. He 
must have hidden the missiles in 
orbit...

LORABELLA
...on SS Sim... Father’s convinced 
himself that this is a more humane 
ending for mankind.

DAN
Why didn't you tell me!  Your 
father's going to destroy our 
future, even if we manage to save 
it?  You know, that man really 
pisses me off!

LORABELLA
There's more.  Justin has betrayed 
Earth... and me to Demetrios--

DAN
What is it with you and your 
FATHER?  YOU WAIT TILL NOW TO TELL 
ME THAT LIFE AS WE KNOW IT IS GOING 
TO END... AND IF THAT ISN'T BAD 
ENOUGH-

(mimics Lorabella in a 
girly voice)

MY TRAITOR FIANCE… HAS A BACK-UP 
PLAN TO MAKE SURE WE ALL DIE?!!!!

LORABELLA
Dan, why are you so upset?  I know 
that's not all about me.
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DAN
How do you know, Lorabella?  
Remember, you're the one running 
off to marry the man that Father 
picked out for you.

Riley tries to calm their nerves.

RILEY
Hey guys, come on, we have more 
important things to worry about, 
right?

LORABELLA
--Shut up Dan.  Just... shut up.

DAN
When are you going to stop beating 
yourself up for your mother's 
death?!  You didn't turn those 
dormant cells toxic; no one could 
know or could have prevented it.  
Don't you know that?

LORABELLA
SHUT UP!!!  SOMEONE KNEW!!!  
SOMEHOW I'LL UNCOVER WHO.  BUT 
SOMEONE DID!  SO JUST SHUT THE HELL 
UP!!!

DAN
DON'T TELL ME TO SHUT UP, LITTLE 
MISS EASY VIRTUE.

Lorabella's eyes GLOW in anger.  Lorabella pushes Dan.

LORABELLA
Cut it out, Dan.

DAN
Or what, you'll treat me like you 
treat Justin...

Dan mocks Lorabella.

DAN
He's okay Dan, he cares about 
mankind...

Lorabella's eyes GLOW brighter.  She pushes Dan DOWN, jumps 
on top of him.  And their TUSSLE ends in an embrace.  
Lorabella pushes Dan away.

DAN
Lorabella, time to follow your own 
heart.

LORABELLA
Well, here's a start.  I know 
you're not a traitor.

Rick comes out from the brush.

RICK
That's still up for debate.
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LORABELLA
What the hell are you doing here?

DAN
A traitor?

Dan is shocked by Lorabella's words.

LORABELLA
We didn't know where you were!  You 
just disappeared.

(Beat)
Father!  MCU tracking, at it again.  
Why are you here?

Riley nods in agreement.

RICK
First, let's shut this hologram 
off.

(pause)
Control panel?

A HOLOGRAM CONTROL PANEL materializes.  Rick walks over to 
it, hits pause, the hologram freezes, but numbers on screen 
count down.  Lorabella gets in Rick's face.

LORABELLA
How did you know to do that?

RICK
I didn't.

(Beat)

LORABELLA
Harnessing black matter, proves you 
a lie!

RICK
(Ignores Lorabella’s 
outburst)

You have new orders, and lover boy 
here is going to help you execute 
them or--

LORABELLA
Pause?  Orders?  What?

Rick holds up pictures of Justin.

RICK
My operative is in trouble.  
They're meeting aboard Demetrios'
ship.  Find a way on it and take 
him out.

LORABELLA
Your operative?

RICK
Just get it done and here's the 
plan.

Rick instructs Lorabella, Dan, and Riley.  Suddenly Dan is 
stuck by a memory--
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RICK
You have your orders.  This 
hologram should reveal some clues.  
I have to get back to the 
President, but I'll be watching.

Rick heads back to the brush.

HOLOGRAM CONTROL PANEL.  SHELL'S HAND MATERIALIZES and is 
surrounded by WHITE LIGHT.  It pushes play and the hologram 
resumes.

DAN
My computations showed an anomaly, 
and I was trying to figure out why?  
I knew there had to be a ship.

LORABELLA
A ship?  So that's how Demetrios
eventually tracked Eleni to Earth.

DAN
Too bad she didn't survive to greet 
him.

LORABELLA
Huh?  Listen Dan, I'm sorry that I 
ever doubted you.  I should have 
trusted--

Dan walks up to Lorabella and brushes her face.  Their eye 
contact says it all.

DAN
I think Eleni ran away with Anax, 
after Sebastian left her to return 
to the High Court and coalesce with 
The One.

LORABELLA
Yeah, best laid plans are only as 
good as the integrity of those 
making them.

RILEY
What?

DAN
Well, I think Demetrios made a 
promise to Ramses that he can't 
hold up.

LORABELLA
Oh my gosh, Demetrios wants Earth, 
but Edenites can't survive in our 
atmosphere.

RILEY
They don't call it Eden for 
nothing.

LORABELLA
So now they're gonna fight us.  
Hurry up, hologram.  We need the 
answer before we all die.
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EXT - HOLOGRAM SUPERNOVA - SPACE

Formation of gasses leading to the supernova Vela.

LORABELLA (O.C.)
The scintillate says... A star 
inside Vela, gave its life to mark 
the birth of the Son of the one on 
Earth, Sebastian.

The star Vela continues to form into a black hole.

DAN (O.C.)
The scrolls describe both a holy 
war on the subspace planet Epiphany 
and Sebastian who ruled it.  He was 
also sent by The One to help man 
transcend into a new plane of life.

The gravitational field is powerful, and emits 
electromagnetic radiation (e.g. visible light).

LORABELLA (O.C.)
Sebastian took Eleni to Eden, where 
they married and birthed a 
daughter, to seed the line of Vela 
from the star that went nova.

Gas from a nearby star is drawn into the Vela black hole.

DAN (O.C.)
Painfully, after the birth of Vela, 
Sebastian returned to the High 
Court and Eleni was promised to 
Eden's Chancellor, Demetrios. To 
make matters worse, Vela's 
radiation caused Edenites to 
mutate, tails, gills and all.

The gas spirals inward, heats up to higher temperatures and 
emits larger amounts of radiation.

RILEY (O.C.)
The scrolls also say that Ramses, 
the dark seed of The One, spread 
the infection and the contamination 
of radioactive particle waves on 
Eden.

Close to the black hole spacetime starts to deform.  There 
are more paths going towards the black hole than paths moving 
away.

DAN (O.C.)
Ramses is jealous of Sebastian and 
his favor with The One.

LORABELLA (O.C.)
So how do we defend against Ramses
and Demetrios?

DAN (O.C.)
One bad guy at a time.

Inside of the event horizon all paths bring a particle closer 
to the center of the black hole.  It is no longer possible 
for the particle to escape.
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THE HOLOGRAM ENDS

EXT - VIRGINIA COUNTRYSIDE - NIGHT

The SHRILL of an alarm and CRACK, an atmospheric shield lifts 
to reveal an armada of advanced galactic weaponry.

LORABELLA
Oh my gosh!  This was here all 
along?

DAN
Shielded from us, they probably 
died thinking there would never be 
a need to use them.  Eleni couldn't 
have foreseen Demetrios' rage over 
her leaving him.  After all, she 
was abandoned by the greatest one 
of all, Sebastian.

LORABELLA
Now how do we fly these ships?

DAN
They're preprogrammed, I bet!

LORABELLA
Of course, she would want to 
protect her new home, if need be.  
We've got a ride to meet Lizard 
Tail and rescue my lovely self-
serving fiance.

DAN
Saving the world for dear old dad?  
Lorabella, don't forget about 
yourself.

LORABELLA
(sotto voce, directly to 
Dan)

Don't worry, I know how to handle 
myself.

DAN
I suspect this fleet was Anax's 
doing.  After all he was a military 
man, there's no way to get past the 
threat of being conquered except to 
plan for it yourself.

LORABELLA
Sounds just like dear old dad.

DAN
Riley, let's move them to Earth's 
Lunar Launch Bay.  We can download 
their programming from the Defense 
Command Post and coordinate our own 
new fighting force.

SERIES OF SHOTS - EXT. LUNAR LAUNCH BAY ONE/BAY TWO/BAY THREE 
- EARTH MAIN LAUNCH CONTROL BOOTH OF LAUNCH BAY ONE

Surrounded by computer consoles, monitors, and flashing 
lights, Dan calls out the launch code sequence to Lorabella.
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DAN
Each launch bay has a separate 
code.  Bay one is Cygnus X1. Bay 
two is A star S2, and Bay three is 
Cygnus X4.

LORABELLA
Their codes in our computer will 
cause safety protocols to fail.

LAUNCH BAY ONE

Lorabella runs from Launch Bay One, hops over consoles, 
inputs the first code.  She pushes with all of her might 
toward--

LAUNCH BAY TWO

--to input the second code.  She pushes through a giant steel-
type door and pulls apart the keypad encased on a Lucite
panel to punch in code.

The pressure from gravity and the door causes a window to 
crack as she leaves the room.  Heavy doors slam down to 
secure the room, and the weight of their fall shakes the 
lunar launch bay.

Lorabella makes her final run like the wind to--

LAUNCH BAY THREE

--where she punches through the encased riffle blaster.  She 
aims the weapon at the forcefield that surrounds the last 
keyboard and slides through the blast to input the code.  ON 
SS SIM'S VIEWSCREEN: Code rolls across, the launch codes 
flash on screen: CYGNUS X-1, A STAR S2, CYGNUS X-4.

EXT. EARTH - SPACE

The brigade of ships launches from Earth's surface.

SHIPS IN SPACE

The armada significantly outweighs the firepower of the 
Edenite ships already in orbit.  Most Edenite ships back off, 
a few speed off to fight and fire missiles into--

EARTH MINE - CONTINUOUS

EXPLOSION.  Greenstone metals from deep in the earth BLAST to 
the surface.

INTERCUT - INT. MAIN LUNAR LAUNCH BAY- NIGHT

VIEWSCREEN inside SS Sim navigation control.  Dan watches 
Lorabella steer the Mother warship leading Earth's new armada 
toward the Edenite fleet.  Dan follows the warship signal's 
movement through a grid from his console.  He flips a switch 
to view LORABELLA'S FACE staring back from inside Earth's 
Master Mothership.

INT. EARTH MASTER MOTHERSHIP - SPACE

LORABELLA
Hey you.
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INT. MAIN LUNAR LAUNCH BAY - SS SIM

DAN
Hey back.  Be--

INT. MOTHERSHIP - SPACE

LORABELLA
(snide humor)

--Don't distract me, I gotta keep 
my head in the game.

INT. EDENITE SHIP - EARTH'S ATMOSPHERE

Aide confronts Demetrios.

AIDE
Anax's armada has been detected, 
we're gonna have to fight our own 
Special Ops ships!  Thank Ramses, 
why don't you?

DEMETRIOS
Hey!  Watch your step!

AIDE
Now you'll have to settle-up your 
own debt with that monster 
determined to fight the High Court.  
What can he gain by fighting with 
Sebastian?  He's insane, just like 
you.

DEMETRIOS
Low flying threats, that's all 
you're good for.

AIDE
I guess we'll see about that.

Aide presses a button on his wrist watch to activate the 
viewscreen.

INT. EARTH MOTHERSHIP - CONTINUOUS

VIEWSCREEN WITH DAN'S FACE

Lorabella listens.

DAN
Demetrios knows you're on your way.

LORABELLA
Not worried, Edenites are going 
down!

SERIES OF SHOTS - EXT. MOTHER WARSHIP AND EDENITE COMMAND 
SHIP - SPACE

The armada ships approach the Edenite ships.

EXT. MOTHERSHIP - SPACE

Mothership is a menacing warship the size of seven football 
fields.  It shoots at the Edenite command ship.  
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The BLAST smashes into the Edenite command ship, but the ship 
continues.  Mothership returns FIRE.  FOLLOW the Mothership 
fire to--

EXT. EDENITE SHIP - SPACE

Another Edenite fighter ship is locked in battle with the 
Mother warship.  The Mothership shoots, DESTROYS the Edenite 
fighter ship in a fiery blast.

The Mothership flies away from the wreckage of the decimated 
Edenite fighter ship, and as it does, the scene widens to 
reveal that this is just one small part of a MASSIVE SPACE 
BATTLE.

Another armada warship moves away from the battle, heading 
off in another direction.

EXT./INT. EDENITE COMMAND SHIP - COMMAND BRIDGE

The command bridge is state-of-the-art and filled with 
EDENITE SOLDIERS.  The captain's chair dominates the room, 
which is surrounded by consoles and stations which all grab 
attention.

COMMANDER is in command: he is a large Edenite, dark and 
strong.  MENTOR oversees EDENITE SOLDIER operations.  
Soldiers work at their ship's consoles.  Mentor is focused 
and stern.  Everyone is tense, but alert.  Edenite tails are 
curved toward the ceiling, erect.

COMMANDER
Signal the armada to stand down.

MENTOR
Aye, sir.

Mentor works the console.

The crew is ROCKED by a blast.

MENTOR
We are undamaged.

COMMANDER
Target the remaining armada ships.

MENTOR
Targeting...

COMMANDER
Fire.

The BLASTS are seen and heard.  The Edenite command ship 
flies through the debris.

Looking through a VIEWSCREEN, into space, which has a view of 
the chaotic battle surrounding them.  Another vessel looms 
into view.  It's the Mothership.  A strange SHIELDING appears 
around the Mothership...

COMMANDER
Target their weapons - fire.
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EXT. MOTHERSHIP - SPACE

The Mothership is undamaged.

EXT./INT. EDENITE COMMAND SHIP - SPACE

On the main viewer, the massive Mothership looms closer.

MENTOR
The Mothership has modified its 
armor, Commander.  Our weapons are 
no longer effective.

COMMANDER
Ready the stealth torpedo.

MENTOR
Aye, sir.  Only two left.

Another JOLT as the Edenite command ship is hit.  A warning 
bell SHRILLS.  GILES, Ship's Engineer and Chief of 
Operations, on SPEAKER.

GILES
Commander.

COMMANDER
Yes?

INTERCUT - INT. EDENITE COMMAND SHIP/MOTHERSHIP - COMMAND 
DECKS

Edenite tails remain erectly at attention.

MENTOR
Incoming transmission from the 
Mothership.

COMMANDER
Put it up.

MOTHERSHIP - SPACE - CONTINUOUS

LORABELLA
(to Commander)

You won't win.

COMMANDER
(to Lorabella)

Stand down, if you want to live.

LORABELLA
I don't think so.  I'm done running 
from Demetrios and his vendetta to 
conquer Earth.

COMMANDER
Eden knows you've recovered Anax's 
armada, so make me an offer.

Mentor and the Edenite crew listen.

LORABELLA
Alright, listen up.
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INT. LORABELLA ON THE BRIDGE OF MOTHERSHIP - SPACE

LORABELLA
Return the Greenstone to Earth.

COMMANDER
Agreed.

LORABELLA
Stop blasting Earth.

COMMANDER
I can't stop the ships under 
Demetrios' command.  Telemetry 
shows his fleet of ships are locked 
to fire on Earth's mineshafts.  If 
he can't mine it out--

LORABELLA
--Damned be Earth.  He's gonna 
blast it out.

(Beat)
Leave them to me.

INTERCUT EXT./INT. EARTH MASTER MOTHERSHIP - EDENITE COMMAND 
SHIP - SPACE

Earth's Master Mothership darkens the atmosphere; it is 
massive and impressively mounts itself over the largest 
Edenite Command ship and the Edenite war ships.

Earth's Mothership docks with the Edenite Command ship.  The 
hatch to the command ship slides open.

INT. EDENITE COMMAND SHIP - CONTINUOUS

Lorabella skulks down a hallway like a panther.  Two EDENITE
GUARDS stand outside a cabin door.  Lorabella pulls out a 
lipstick canister and rolls it down the hall.  She ducks in a 
doorway.

The Edenite FIRST GUARD raises an eyebrow and the SECOND 
GUARD heads down the hall to investigate.  The lipstick 
canister EXPLODES and releases GREEN FOG.  Lorabella comes up 
behind the SECOND GUARD, taps him on the shoulder.

LORABELLA
Knock knock, guess who?

He swings around and she knees him HARD and down he goes.

She disappears in the FOG, and suddenly is nose to nose with 
the First Edenite Guard.

LORABELLA
One, two, please lick my shoe.

She blinds him with her eye GLOW, jump kicks, and connects 
with his right ear, then his left.  Down he goes.  Lorabella 
grabs a signal device off the guard's belt and signals the 
command pad, the cabin door opens--

INT. JUSTIN'S ROOM ABOARD EDENITE COMMAND SHIP - SPACE

Justin sits inside an electrified cage.  He doesn't look 
surprised.  He pushes a bulge from his pocket.  It rolls down 
his pants leg.  He shakes his head, picks up the medicine 
bottle.
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LORABELLA
Scumbag.

JUSTIN
Sweetheart.

Justin holds the bottle midair, and points it toward 
Lorabella.

Lorabella's eyes open wide.  Before Justin can crush the 
vial, she uses the control device, shuts down the 
electricity, kicks down the door, and the bottle flies out of 
his hand.  Lorabella CATCHES it like a flash.

LORABELLA
Traitor!

JUSTIN
Just following orders, darling.

LORABELLA
Orders?

JUSTIN
I was helping your father to build 
something.  Think of it.  Instead 
of sending a thousand troops into 
battle and losing a hundred... send 
fifty superior soldiers and lose 
none.

LORABELLA
Am I supposed to feel bad that you 
bailed on me?  Messed up your whole 
vision thing?

JUSTIN
I'd rather sacrifice my future wife 
than let her pervert mankind.  All 
it takes is one alien infection to 
bring life as we know it crashing 
down on Earth.

LORABELLA
Is this some kind of new torture 
threat?  Draw me into your whole 
Nazi vision, until I surrender and 
crack?

JUSTIN
You'll see I'm telling the truth 
when I'm gone and dear old dad 
drags you in for observation.  
Unless he has other plans for you, 
like autopsy.

LORABELLA
What?

JUSTIN
Your dear old dad murdered Dr. 
Chase and plans to murder you.

LORABELLA
What are you saying?  It really 
wasn't you?  
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Seeing that you're a traitor an 
all, it makes sense that you would 
have killed him, stopping him from 
stopping the Edenites.

JUSTIN
He wasn't my assignment.  Let me 
know when you hear them coming.  
You'll know before I do...

(holds out another bottle)
You are beautiful and I do love 
you, Lorabella.

Lorabella's eye GLOWS, blinding Justin.  She rips the second 
bottle out of his hands, and knocks him out.  She leaves him 
in the cage.

LORABELLA
Let your new playmates deal with 
you.

Lorabella drops the bottles down the garbage chute and out 
into SPACE.

JUSTIN'S CAGED ROOM - EDENITE COMMAND SHIP

Lorabella exits the room.

SPACE - CONTINUOUS

The chemical turns green and EXPLODES, shooting into the 
command ship's engines which infuse and REV UP, then return 
to normal.

HALL - CONTINUOUS

She moves through the FOG, lighted by the GLOW of her eyes, 
and sees a very large door.  She uses the signal device to 
open the doors.

INT. EDENITE SHIP CONFERENCE ROOM - CONTINUOUS

Demetrios and Aide sit in the conference room aboard the 
Edenite Command ship.  They sit with prominent tail.  Aide 
hits a button in the middle of the table and a loud SHRILL is 
released.  The SHRILL causes Lorabella to fall unconscious 
and as another lipstick fog canister releases with ice cold 
FOG, Demetrios and Aide move out of the room.

HALL

FOG still in the hall.

DEMETRIOS
Where is he?

JUSTIN'S ROOM - INSIDE ELECTRIFIED CAGE

Demetrios grabs a canister and sprays cold water in Justin's 
face.

DEMETRIOS
Wake up!  Want to save your neck?

Wet-faced, Justin springs awake.
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JUSTIN
What do you want?  Vixen?  She took 
it.

DEMETRIOS
You get to keep breathing.

Demetrios knocks him out again with his tail.  Undetected, 
Lorabella GRABS Demetrios by the throat.

Demetrios swings his tail toward her, HITS her squarely in 
the chest.  She is thrown against the wall of the room, 
SMACK, then BAM, hits the floor.

Lorabella springs up like a panther, lands on top of 
Demetrios and WHOOPS him good.  His blood splatters into her 
face.  Demetrios gasps for air.

Demetrios and Lorabella fight.  It is a long arduous dance of 
PUNCHES, WALLOPS, KICKS, AND SMACKS one-to-the-other.

Demetrios shoots venom.  It misses Lorabella and lands on the 
floor.  She slips on it and FALLS.  It seeps into her boot 
and her foot begins to swell like a melon.

Lorabella tries to stand on her now swollen foot, then lands 
on the knee of her good leg.  This knee SLAMS on the floor, 
and breaks.  She SCREAMS.

Demetrios smiles.  His tail whips her across her back.  
Lorabella YELLS as her back breaks.  She passes out.

INT. JUSTIN'S ROOM ABOARD EDENITE SHIP - PRESENT DAY

Still unconscious, Lorabella sees Shell's face.  They talk as 
the room fills with WHITE LIGHT.

SHELL
Remember what I taught you about 
the measure of a man.  And about a 
woman named Vela Kurv, who once 
walked with a King.  You have 
earned your gift from The One, as 
the Guardian of Time.  Now state 
your request and receive the Sage's 
grace...

LORABELLA
Are you in the court of Vela Kurv 
with The One?

SHELL
I am part of Vela, but I am never 
alone.  As Guardian, your favor is 
a gift based on a promise and 
marked in the heavens with a 
constellation of stars.

LORABELLA
I need to know how to change the 
measure of a man.

SHELL
You've earned the right to ask.
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LORABELLA'S BODY lies on the floor.  TIME IS FROZEN except 
for Shell who blows Demetrios' blood spatter into Lorabella's 
unconscious lips.

INTO THE WHITE LIGHT, Lorabella is whisked away with Shell.

INT. HALLWAY FILLED WITH WHITE LIGHT - CONTINUOUS

Lorabella sees a hallway door.

SHELL POINTS A FINGER FROM THE WHITE LIGHT AND LORABELLA 
TURNS THE DOOR KNOB AND IS WHISKED TO -

TIMESHIFT

INT. EARTH SANCTUARY INSIDE TEMPLE BLDG. - DAY

Rick escorts a mortal Lorabella dressed in a wedding dress 
down the aisle.  She looks just like Eleni did on her wedding 
day, but now her steel eyes are gone.  They are confident but 
not angry.

The church is grand, like the temple on Eden.  A PRIEST 
stands at the altar with the wedding party.  TWELVE 
PARISHIONERS attend.

Seated in the sanctuary is a living, breathing, SHELL KURV 
WILES.  She is older than last seen before her death, but her 
eyes are bright and alive.

PRIEST
Who gives this woman away?

Rick looks at his daughter with love.  He kisses her sweetly 
on her cheek.  He is stately and proud.

Rick looks at Shell.

RICK
We do.

Lorabella's hand is given to a loving, warm, and genuine 
Justin by Rick.  Eric stands as his Best Man.

Lorabella's eyes GLOW with elation.

CUT TO:

INT. SANCTUARY ALTAR - CONTINUOUS

Lorabella and Justin kiss and ILLUMINATE, from Lorabella's 
GLOWING eyes.

PRIEST
I pronounce you joined as husband 
and wife.  You may kiss the bride.

TOP RECRUITS line the center aisle of the sanctuary and form 
an arch of vibrant colored lasers for the bride and groom to 
exit through.  Justin and Lorabella begin their walk as 
husband and wife.

Suddenly, Lorabella pulls away from Justin.  He is puzzled.  
Lorabella looks at Justin with earnest love, but something's 
wrong.
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LORABELLA
I love you and I feel more at peace 
with myself right now than I've 
ever felt...

JUSTIN
But?

LORABELLA
Inside it doesn't feel like me.

Lorabella turns to a mortal Shell seated in the front seat.  
Shell understands, her mortality turns angelic as WHITE LIGHT 
FLOODS DOWN FROM ABOVE and she points into the light.

SHELL
Are you sure?

Lorabella stares directly at Rick as he looks on his daughter 
with eyes of unabated fatherly love.

LORABELLA
No, but I shouldn't have to change 
his fate, to gain his love.  I 
accept the call.  My loyalty is to 
the whole.

Justin and the entire bridal party fade away.  White light 
floods out the faces of the wedding guests in the audience.

SHELL
As you ask, so shall you receive.

Lorabella is whisked away by Shell's white light.  Shell is 
transformed back to an angelic being.

TIMESHIFT TO PRESENT

INSIDE THE EYE OF THE WHITE LIGHT - PRESENT TIME SHELL'S 
WHITE LIGHT encircles Lorabella and SUCKS her away--

ROOM OF PURE WHITE WALLS

Shell speaks to Lorabella, one angelic being to another.

SHELL
Fear has no place in your heart.  
Your hope for humanity has saved 
Earth from destruction.

LORABELLA
Your belief in me both sustains and 
fulfills me, Mother.

SHELL
You are the guardian of time and 
hope.  Have the courage to maintain 
your--

LORABELLA AND SHELL
Hope...

EXT. VELA KURV CONSTELLATION - SPACE

THE WHITE LIGHT beams down from black space into--
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INT. EDENITE SHIP - JUSTIN'S ROOM - CONTINUOUS

Lorabella continues to comment through the WHITE LIGHT as her 
angelic state fades and her soul returns to her body.

The WHITE LIGHT fades.  Demetrios is just about to tail slice 
Lorabella's throat when she smiles, reaches out, and catches 
his tail.  Her clutch is strong.  She throws his tail back at 
him.

Demetrios' tail BANGS hard against his backside and he 
SCREAMS in pain as his tail breaks off, but he doesn't fall.  
He is RACKED with pain, driven with revenge.  It takes a 
moment for him to collect his will--

CURRENT TIME STOPS AGAIN for a moment.  Shell fades away from 
Lorabella's vision and the room where Lorabella lies is once 
again enveloped in WHITE LIGHT.  A FORCE-FIELD of white 
energy envelops and protects Lorabella as her injuries HEAL.  
PRESENT DAY AND TIME RESUMES.

Lorabella springs up, healed.  Demetrios faces his adversary 
with determination and sheer will to kill!

Lorabella's eyes GLOW in WHITE LIGHT, as she and Demetrios 
wrestle.

LORABELLA
Your time has come to fall, 
Demetrios!

DEMETRIOS
I will never fail.

LORABELLA
I SAID fall.

DEMETRIOS
You don't even know what the 
Greenstone means.

LORABELLA
It's a life source harnessed in a 
stone and tied to Eden and Earth's 
creation.  The ultimate energy 
source and you know how to mine it.

Demetrios is stunned at this revelation.

LORABELLA
Too bad you never will.

Lorabella plunges forward like a Velociraptor. She bends her 
elbow and cracks her fist across Demetrios' neck, it KNOCKS 
him out cold.  She takes his tail as a trophy with her as she 
starts to exit.

Aide LAUGHS and Lorabella is annoyed, nothing is funny. The 
laugh triggers her--

FLASHBACK OF SHELL KURV WILES' HOSPITAL ROOM

SOUNDS accompany the transformation of human skin to scales 
that cover Shell's body.
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AIDE
I can't believe you're doing this.  
She will never stop hunting you--

DEMETRIOS
Shut up.

FLASHBACK ENDS.

CUT BACK TO:

INT. EDENITE COMMAND SHIP - CONFERENCE ROOM

Lorabella turns toward Aide as a target.  Aide tries to flee, 
but before he can Lorabella moves like the wind, and GRABS 
his throat with all of her might.

LORABELLA
I remember your voice.  I remember 
you.

Aide struggles to speak.

AIDE
Demetrios drugged both you and the 
General.  But it was you who killed 
your mother.

LORABELLA
No...

Tears pour down both of her cheeks, as she KNOCKS Aide out.  
Aide lies unconscious.

Lorabella drops a bottle on the floor and exits.  Other 
EDENITES rush into the room from a side door.  Demetrios and 
Aide are rescued, still unconscious.

The bottle breaks open and fills the room with a thick fume.  
Present Edenites slowly fall to the ground as their bodies 
freeze, infected by the thick cold fume.

HALLWAY OUTSIDE CONFERENCE ROOM - CONTINUOUS

LORABELLA
Have a cold cocktail on me, boys.  
You know cancer really kills.

INT. EARTH'S MASTER MOTHERSHIP - SPACE

Lorabella is sobbing, sullen, broken.  Dan's FACE shows up on 
the VIEWSCREEN.

DAN
What's wrong?

LORABELLA
It was me?  I killed my own mother.  
Justin should have killed me.  I'd 
down the Vixen now, but I ejected 
it out into space.

DAN
Lorabella, what are you saying?
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LORABELLA
Don't you get it?  I killed her.  I 
don't deserve to live.

INT. EDENITE COMMAND SHIP - JUSTIN'S ROOM - SPACE

Demetrios and Aide regain consciousness.

DEMETRIOS
(to Aide)

Fire the last missiles.

Aide nods.

INT. EARTH MASTER MOTHERSHIP - SPACE

DAN'S FACE ON LORABELLA'S VIEWSCREEN

DAN
Lorabella, pull it together, I 
don't know what you're talking 
about but I've got missiles headed 
to Earth.

LORABELLA
I'm going to surrender to Ramses.  
I'm what Demetrios wants, then 
he'll stop the attacks on Earth.

DAN
What about us mortals?  He will 
kill mankind.

LORABELLA
At least my death will buy Earth 
some time to mount a defense.  Tell 
Father he was right, I deserve to 
die.  Save yourself, Dan.

EXT./INT. VIRGINIA MINESHAFT - CONTINUOUS

Inside a vacant mine, a missile blasts into the earth and 
lays on Earth's floor as a RED LIGHT flashes and a countdown 
is triggered.

Lorabella runs through the forest, passes MINERS running 
away.  She enters the emptied mineshaft.

EXT. - VIRGINIA COUNTRYSIDE - CONTINUOUS

HOLOGRAM

--Controls cut on, a giant WHITE LIGHT FLOODS down from the 
heavens, parts the clouds and tunnels through space to Earth.  
The GLOW pushes alongside Earth's floor and into Lorabella, 
who is frozen.

The FACE of Eleni. She is seen inside the light.  Lorabella 
sees her, but doesn't understand.

ELENI
Lorabella, I am the first Vela.  I 
have sacrificed much so that you 
might accept your destiny.
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LORABELLA
I destroyed the seed of Vela Kurv.

ELENI
You are the one that is chosen.  
You asked your mother if she was in 
the court with the King.

LORABELLA
So!

ELENI
I am in the court with the King, 
Lorabella.  I sacrificed everything 
that the line of Vela Kurv might 
succeed.  The King Sebastian 
sacrificed his life that mankind 
might transcend.  Don't destroy all 
that went before you.

Lorabella falls to her knees, tears roll down her face.  Dan 
runs in from the brush, sees Lorabella on her knees.  She 
sees him and SPRINGS UP, like the wind she pulls him with her 
as she runs to cover.  Lorabella SCREAMS from the touch of 
her grip on Dan, she pushes with all of her might--

LORABELLA
AAAAHHHHHHHHHHHHHH!!!

Inside the cave BOOM, BOOM, BOOM.

INTERCUT - UTAH/COLORADO/AND ILLINOIS MINESHAFTS

Missiles synchronously EXPLODE.  Greenstone sprouts into the 
air, fumes hang in the air.  Surrounding shrub FLAKES WITH 
ICE.

SPACE

More missiles are launched through space.

EXT. VIRGINIA COUNTRYSIDE - CONTINUOUS

Dan confronts a CIPA bruised Lorabella.

DAN
How can you be in such pain?  Were 
you exposed to Vixen?

LORABELLA
Justin threatened me with it, but I 
tossed it into a garbage chute and 
out into space.

DAN
He must have released some into the 
air.  We need to find some Zinc.

Lorabella reaches into her pocket, and pulls out ZINCSKIN.

DAN
Still hiding, or are you ready to 
be seen in the light?
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LORABELLA
I'm ready.

DAN
Well, there's no need to be shy 
now.  You need to ingest all of 
this with a lot of water.  It will 
hold your symptoms at bay until I 
can get you into my lab and flush 
out the Vixen.

LORABELLA
Alright.

DAN
One more thing, Lorabella, this 
high dosage of Zinc will shoot your 
emotions into hyperdrive, so take 
an offensive position when you feel 
yourself building up to lash out.

LORABELLA
I will keep my temper at bay.

Dan sidles up to Lorabella, careful not to touch her but with 
his gaze, she knows how much he cares about her.

INT. RICK'S UNITED NATIONS DEFENSE DEPARTMENT OFFICE - NIGHT

Rick, Caroline, and Riley all sit in silence staring at the 
clock.

The office door swings open.

LORABELLA
Hands off the button, Father.

RICK
This is outrageous, you cut it too 
close, Lorabella, don't you have 
any regard for human life--

DAN
DON'T YOU?!

The outburst captures the shock-ridden attention of Admiral 
Caroline and Dr. Riley.

LORABELLA
I have documented proof that Justin 
has betrayed Earth to the Edenites.  
He's not an operative.

Rick stares ahead, unaffected by Lorabella's revelation.  
Lorabella hands a disk to Caroline.

LORABELLA
I have other copies.

DAN
We have to get out of here to a 
bomb shelter--

KA-POW!!!  KA-POW!!!  BOOM!!  BOOM!  BOOM!

RICK
Yeah, we know.
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Walls and ground SHATTER AND SHAKE.

RICK
Let's get to the Bunker.

Lorabella grabs Dan's hand, pulls him with her.

INT. BUNKER STEEL-LIKE ELEVATOR - EARTH

The elevator moves down several hundred feet and the door 
opens to a--

LARGE HALL - CONTINUOUS

EARTH SHAKE--

RICK
(holds a room chart)

All of our forces are present and 
accounted for. We all have assigned 
quarters.  We are sealed off from 
the surface.

LORABELLA
We still might be at risk.  Justin 
had a collaborator.

RICK
What are you talking about?  That 
Greenstone could start another Ice 
Age.

Caroline takes the chart from Rick, he's left emptyhanded.

CAROLINE
There will be an investigation 
based on your association with 
Major Mitchell.  Consider yourself 
on lock down.

BOOM!  EARTH SHAKE--

LORABELLA
The truth.  You knew Justin would 
sell me out.  You had to know he 
would sell me out, yet you pushed 
me to get close to him.

RICK
What do you mean?

LORABELLA
I need to hear you say it.  You set 
me up and sold me out, to a soldier 
that would betray his country?!

DAN
Don't Lorabella, careful, you don't 
need to put yourself though this.

Lorabella is overcome with anger and she IGNITES--

LORABELLA
I DON'T NEED YOU TO RESCUE ME...
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BOOM!  EARTH SHAKE!  Annie, Lorabella's maltipoo runs out, 
past a posted soldier standing in the hall.  She stands up on 
her hind legs and begs to Lorabella.

LORABELLA
Father, say it.  Oh my god!  You 
used me to poison Mother.

Lorabella is engrossed in conversation with Rick.  She 
doesn't notice Annie.  Annie continues to stand on her hind 
legs and cutely begs at Lorabella.

RICK
What do you want me to say?  I 
switched out the Vixen, she 
stopped... she changed...

Rick notices Annie.  He is annoyed at the dog's behavior.

LORABELLA
THERE'S MORE!  SAY IT!

Lorabella motions Annie to come over by her.

RICK
Your filthy blood killed my wife 
and almost killed my son.  I never 
wanted an alien, infected daughter.

Lorabella hears the words, and is hit hard by the impact of 
their delivery.  Lorabella wobbily walks toward Annie to pick 
her up, but Rick beats her to it.

RICK
You destroy love.

BOOM!  Rick grabs Annie by the neck and SNAPS it.  Annie's 
lifeless body falls to the ground.  Lorabella SCREAMS!  Dan 
stands between her and Rick.

From an adjacent hallway, Riley interrupts, handing Dan test 
results, and also hands Lorabella a tall bottle of water.  He 
holds the bottle to her lips and forces her to drink, as 
tears stream down her cheeks.

RILEY
Some test results of interest.

DAN
What have you done, Rick?  You 
pathetic excuse for a father.  You 
exposed my father to Vixen, causing 
his senility.

(Beat)

CAROLINE
You killed Dr. Chase?!  You will be 
charged with treason.

Lorabella grabs at her chest and falls over.

LORABELLA
YOU BROKE MY HEART!
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Lorabella's eyes GLOW, she is incensed with anger, and before 
Dan or Caroline can stop her she leaps forward, seizes Rick 
by the neck and--

--WHITE LIGHT FLOODS in.  BOOM!  Everyone can see it, but 
only Lorabella and Rick can see what's inside the light.

SHELL
No, Lorabella!

The WHITE LIGHT of Shell holds back her final snap.  Shell 
stands inside the light.

SHELL
You are not final judge or maker.

Now Rick sees Shell too, almost in disbelief.

RICK
Oh my god!  Shell, forgive me, what 
have I done?  Lorabella, PLEASE 
forgive me.

Rick YELLS and SOBS uncontrollably.  Lorabella releases him 
and turns away from him.  She can't even look at him.  
Everyone has heard what they could not see.

Lorabella outstretches her hand to Shell and the WHITE LIGHT 
FLOODS through her eyes--

EXT./INT. HEAVEN - SPACE

--Up through the sky, through space, into the inner court of 
heaven.  There standing is Eleni and Sebastian.

LORABELLA
I am honored...

Lorabella falls to her knees and Eleni reaches out and takes 
her hand.

ELENI
Rise Vela Kurv, now you know what 
the legacy means.  One day, you 
will dwell here too.

Lorabella notices a door, light surrounds the door beams.

LORABELLA
What's inside?

Lorabella walks to the door, turns the knob, the WHITE LIGHT 
IS SHUT OUT.

BLACK ROOM

It's pitch black.  Lorabella's eyes GLOW.  The room has no 
gravity.  She turns, floats toward the door but catches sight 
of a familiar face - Ramses.

RAMSES
See something you've seen before?
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LORABELLA
I know you.  And now I know what 
you are.

Lorabella BELTS OUT light like the flood that came from Eleni
and BLASTS him into the blackness.

HIGH COURT - HEAVEN

Lorabella appears back in the Inner Court.  Eleni and 
Sebastian greet her.

LORABELLA
Now I understand.

ELENI
You've cultivated hope, helped 
mankind survive.  Now receive my 
gift of impunity.

Eleni embraces Lorabella and envelopes her with an aura of 
PULSATING light.  Lorabella's bruises heal.

She falls back through the SKY--

Through SPACE and back inside WHITE LIGHT with Shell.  She 
lets go, but her eyes continue to GLOW until she turns back 
toward EARTH, sees Rick and returns to--

INT. BUNKER - EARTH

LORABELLA
Father, you are my regret, you are 
the scar on my soul.

Soldiers surround Rick and take him away.  BOOM!  EARTH 
SHAKE!  Dan puts his arms around Lorabella as she seethes and 
sobs.

CAROLINE
Lorabella, my deepest regrets.  The 
good news is that you've completed 
your assignment.  You and Dan have 
unearthed the truth, pardon the 
pun.  You make a good team.  Now 
there's someone that--

Caroline walks through an open door to a--

BUNKER ROOM/SUITE - CONTINUOUS

--Eric's in shock from what he's just heard.

Lorabella runs to Eric.  He pushes her away.  Confrontation.  
Lorabella freezes torn by his rejection.  Beat.  She pushes 
back, hugs Eric hard.  He can't get away, he finally 
reciprocates.

ERIC
I couldn't believe he could hate 
you, when he loved me so much.  But 
I love you.  I always will.

Eric hands her the sealed Vixen.

ERIC
I found this in Father's office.
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Lorabella turns to Dan.  She pulls out the signal emitter 
device taken from the Edenite guard aboard ship.

LORABELLA
Dan, we need to activate the 
fleet's autopilot.  I have the 
coordinates to the entire alien 
fleet.

BOOM!  EARTH SHAKE!  She punches in the coordinates, and the 
bomb blasts on Earth die out.  Lorabella COLLAPSES--

FADE TO BLACK.

EXT./INT. PLANET EDEN - DAY

ON SCREEN: MONTHS LATER

Planet Eden is dying.

EXT. DEMETRIOS' OFFICE - DAY

Demetrios opens a drawer and pulls out a tube.  He slips it 
into his GILL, and drains his own venom into a cup.  He 
drinks it.  The cup falls on the floor, and he convulses 
violently.

A KNOCK.  His Aide walks in, displaying GILLS and a TAIL.  He 
sees Demetrios on the floor with his tail regrown between his 
legs.

DEMETRIOS
Get out!  Get out!  Get out!

The Aide stares at Demetrios out the corner of his eye.  
Demetrios stares back; the Aide scurries.

AIDE
(sotto voce)

This to prolong your sorry life... 
Yuck!

The Aide runs out.

INT. DEMETRIOS' OFFICE - CONTINUOUS

Demetrios' convulsions lessen.

DEMETRIOS
It's not over, until I say it's 
over, Lorabella Kurv Wiles.

Demetrios pushes a button, SQUELCHES A SUMMON.  In walks 
Aide, again.

DEMETRIOS
Maintain watch on earth.  Continue 
to send out probes every day, I 
want to know everything about 
orbital anomalies, potential star 
combustions, anything that might 
affect that planet.  And don't lose 
its current coordinates.

The Aide nods, he is clearly more afraid of Demetrios now 
than before.  He trips over his own tail as he hurries out.
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Undetected by Aide, RAMSES sneaks into Demetrios' office.  ON 
Ramses, he is beautiful and alluring.

DEMETRIOS
How did you get out?  I turned you 
in to the High Court.  You lied to 
me, you said they couldn't 
retaliate.

Calmly, Ramses reassures Demetrios.

RAMSES
(smirking)

I got time off for good behavior.  
Demetrios, I keep telling you, all 
who exist have free will.  If 
you're ever gonna get the upper 
hand, you really need to remember 
that.

Outside Demetrios' office is the Aide reading from the 
scintillate.  He's curious about the red energy signature he 
sees lighting the door jamb.

INTERCUT - EXT. CANYON/INT. DAN'S OFFICE - NIGHT

LORABELLA SMILES, HER EYES GLOW WITH WHITE LIGHT as she runs 
through a--

CANYON PATH

--With short shorts on.  A full moon radiates on a warm 
night.  Tall pine trees sway in a gentle breeze.

On Lorabella's utility belt, her pager GLOWS.  She stops.

INT. DAN'S OFFICE - NIGHT

Dan sits behind his desk doing paperwork.  He warmly speaks 
to his laptop screen where he watches Lorabella's feet 
briskly pound against the canyon path as she runs like the 
wind.

DAN
Lorabella, step into the light.

EXT. CANYON - CONTINUOUS

Lorabella hears Dan's voice from her pager and walks over a 
cliff.  Suspended midair, she walks through the narrow beam 
of green light and disappears.

EXT. DAN'S OFFICE - CONTINUOUS

White hospital hallways line the cross section that leads to 
the head administrative office that is marked "PRIVATE", with 
"DAN GIBSON VAL DEMURE M.D." on the office door.

LORABELLA'S HAND KNOCKS

EXT. DAN'S HOSPITAL OFFICE - CONTINUOUS

The office door slides open.  ON Lorabella's legs, bare with 
red evening shoes, exiting.  Dan follows right behind.
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EXT./INT. HIGH RISE RESTAURANT BALCONY - NIGHT

Romantic setting.  Tall green trees with skyscrapers in far 
background.

Lorabella and Dan sit at a small table by candlelight, the 
air is still.  Champagne sits chilling in a bucket.

DAN
Your test results show that the 
CIPA is dormant.  I'd feel better 
if the gene was gone, but I guess 
you can't change DNA.

(beat)
Anyway, I am so proud of you.

LORABELLA
Because I have this great fleet of 
ships, left behind by a great-
grandmother?

DAN
No.

LORABELLA
Because Earth now has plenty of 
Greenstone to harness a new energy 
source?

DAN
No.

LORABELLA
Because the Edenites retreated like 
the yellow bellied cowards from the 
threat of their own demise?

DAN
No, because You have the heart of a 
leader, but I hope not a martyr.

Tears roll down Lorabella's face.

LORABELLA
I hope that my daughter, someday, 
will have the soul of conscience 
that my friend Dan has.

DAN
I will settle for just living in 
the moment with you.

LORABELLA
I told you about my vision with 
Mother.  My wedding?  I remember 
Father's eyes on me, real love from 
him for the first time.  I felt so 
happy, so fulfilled.  Now that's 
gone.  How do I cope with the pain?  
The loss?

DAN
You've changed so much.  You're not 
the same naive young woman you were 
when you first joined GNA.  
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Why not assume that he would be the 
hero you loved, had it not been for 
the Edenite invasion?

Lorabella smiles, tears of joy in her eyes, she extends her 
hand to Dan and he hugs and kisses her.  She whispers in the 
ear of her most trusted friend.

LORABELLA
I think I will.

Tilton enters the restaurant, strolls to Lorabella's table, 
and pulls out a maltipoo puppy from his shoulder pouch.

LORABELLA
This is not your girlfriend.

TILTON
No.  But she is your new best 
friend and for a while, I hope.  I 
heard you lost one.

The puppy licks Lorabella in the face.  Tears stream down her 
cheek.

LORABELLA
Thank you Tilton, but I still want 
to meet your girlfriend.

Tilton squints his eyes and pouts his lips.  He exits without 
another word.

Dan signals to the WAITRESS, who brings over a bouquet of red 
balloons.

DAN AND LORABELLA'S EYES MEET.

LORABELLA
Dan, you're my best friend forever.

THEY STARE AND SMILE, THEN THEY HUG LIKE OLD FRIENDS.  BEAT.

Lorabella's eyes GLOW, light from her eyes leads and carries 
her through the sky and across--

SPACE

--above the earth.  She sees and hugs Eleni, then sees and 
embraces Shell.

SHELL
I have a message for you, my 
daughter... Hope will lead you to 
love again.

LORABELLA
Thanks to you I have hope.  I 
believe someday I will find real 
love again.  But right now, I have 
a job to do, a job I want to do.

Lorabella stares down the light beam and smiles down at Dan, 
and heads back to Earth.
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INT - LIMOUSINE - NIGHT

Tilton chauffeurs Lorabella and Dan away from the restaurant.

A wide moonbeam leads the limo ~hovercraft into the Virginia 
Blue Ridge Mountain Canyon.

Two best friends hold hands and embrace as the puppy sleeps 
beside Lorabella.

LORABELLA
I can feel it... I know Demetrios
is still alive out there somewhere.  
He's not gonna just lay low and 
die.  He wants Earth's Greenstone 
and he's gonna keep trying to 
avenge his own revenge...

After a long beat, she sighs, then--

LORABELLA
Meanwhile, I got this legacy of 
Vela Kurv and my mother's pledge as 
the Sage on my tail to make sure 
I'm following through so we can 
turn the threat to mother earth 
around...

Lorabella stares out the open window, her illuminating eyes 
beam into the night sky, her hair alive in the wind--

LORABELLA
Well, I guess I found hope in the 
face of uncertainty.  Imagine that.  
I believe in the audacity of hope.  
I believe in the possibility of my 
own dreams.  I believe in me.

FADE TO BLACK.

THE END.
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