
There’s a new up and coming designer on 
the fashion scene who is gaining national 
recognition and her name is Zerrin Akinci. In April 
of 2012, the Orange County Fashion Showcase 
awarded her the Outstanding Emerging Designer 
award. This is the culmination of several years 
of accomplished and noted achievements in 
fashion. 

Akinci was born in the Republic of Cyprus in 1982, 
an island country in the Eastern Mediterranean 
Sea, east of Greece, south of Turkey, west 
of Syria and north of Egypt. She earned her 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Public Relations in 
2003 from the Girne American University in 
Cyprus, and completed her Mater of Arts degree 
in Marketing Communications in 2005 from the 
University of Greenwich, in the United Kingdom. 

Next for Akinci was the beginning of her 
career in trade marketing in Cyprus. She began 
by working at Turkcell, a well-established 
telecommunications company, for three years. 
She then migrated to the United States to 
pursue her dream as a designer, where she 
studied Fashion Design at the University of 
Nevada, Las Vegas in 2010. She has also been 
awarded the first runner up at the Fashion Icon 
– Hamil Group Design Competition, in New york.

As a designer she is driven by her passions to 
create original aspects of her fashion vision as 
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guided by what she describes as: ‘…the unique from her 
own soul, what’s fitted like the skin and the incorporation 
of what’s unique from her clients’ personal values.’ 
Akinci describes herself as an international designer; 
she combines her Western educational background in 
fashion with the Eastern cultural and ethnic values of 
her training. She defines her style as integration of the 
modernity of the West and the ethnicity of the East, 
which she calls “Ethnic Modernity”.

Akinci launched her first women’s ready to wear 
collection, under “the ZA by GHS” label, in her 
collaboration with clothing manufacturer GHS in Turkey. 
The collection was presented in Cyprus for the Autumn/
Winter 2011 season and received much attention from 
the media.

Following this collaboration, Akinci successfully 
completed her first solo runway presentation of “ZA 
by Zerrin Akinci” during London Fashion Week in 
September 2011. The reason for her recent notable 
award in 2012 at the Orange County Fashion Showcase 
is obvious when you see the designs of her collection. 
Put Zerrin Akinci on your fashion radar, her collections 
will soon be seen and sought after around the globe, 
because she is clearly on the fashion rise of fame.

Check out more info on the OC Fashion Showcase at 
www.ocfashionshowcase.com 
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