
 

CMC Content Brief 
 
Headline: 
How to Start a Blog in 2021: New Method That's 20X Faster 
 
Overview: 
If you're a beginning blogger, most "experts" recommend buying hosting, setting up WordPress, 
designing a theme, and spending hundreds of hours on building your blog BEFORE you start 
writing. At LinkedIn, we believe that's stupid. Most beginners struggle to find a match between 
what they want to write about and what the world wants to read, and they end up building one 
or more sites no one ever sees. In this post, we'll outline a new, leaner method for starting your 
blog, beginning with testing your ideas on Medium before moving over to WordPress. 
 
Target keyword: 
How to start a blog 
 
Secondary keywords: 
How to create a blog. 
How to build a blog. 
How to make a blog.  
What is a blog? 
How do I blog? 
How to become a blogger? 
How to start a blog and make money? 
 
Searcher intent: 
Chances are, the searcher has heard about blogging, but they're not exactly sure what it is; how 
blogs make money or how to get started. They want to see the big picture, as well as step-by-
step roadmap of starting a blog and turning it into a money-making machine. 
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Success criteria: 
Rank #1 for all primary and secondary keywords, becoming the highest traffic post on the site 
and becoming a dependable feeder for Freedom Machine. 
 
Target influencers: 
We should include quotes from influencers where we have a pre-existing relationship about 
what blogging has done for them. Example influencers: Brian Dean, Marc and Angel, Steven 
Aitchison, Mary Jaksch, Brian Clark, Neil Patel, and Ryan Deiss. If we have time, we can also go 
after some high-profile influencers like James Altucher, Ev Williams, Ben Hardy, James Clear, 
and Gary V Janetti. 
 
Word count: 
6000 words 
 
Main takeaways: 
Test your ideas on Medium before transitioning to WordPress 
 
Competition: 
https://www.bloggingbasics101.com/how-do-i-start-a-blog/ 
https://www.ryrob.com/how-start-blog/ 
https://websitehowto.com/how-to-start-a-blog/  
https://smartblogger.com/how-to-start-a-blog/  
 

Outline: 
1. Use This Checklist to See If Your Idea Is Visible 
2. Spy on Popular Blogs to See What's Working 
3. Test Your Ideas on Medium (Not WordPress!) 
4. Get a Clear (Not Clever!) Domain Name 
5. Switch over to WordPress 
6. Setup WordPress the Right Way 
7. Grow to $1,000 per Month (and Beyond) 
 
Other notes: 
This is cornerstone content for the blog. We should do whatever it takes to make the post rank 
#1. 
 


